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St Francis Xavier Hall 
 

Saturdays 5:00pm 

 

Holy Spirit Amaroo 

 

Monday   

9:15am Mass  - Australia Day 

Office Closed 

 

Tuesday  

9:15am Mass 

 

Wednesday  

9:15am Mass 

6:00pm Holy Hour and 

Reconciliation 

 

Thursday  

9:15am Mass 

 

Friday   

7.00am Mass 

 

Saturday  

4:15pm Reconciliation 

5:00pm Mass 

 

Sunday  

8:00am Mass 

9:00am Reconciliation 

9:30am Mass  
5:00pm Mass 

Gospel Reflection 
 

In today’s gospel passage we see the importance that the gospel of Matthew 

gives to portraying Jesus as the fulfilment of scripture. Throughout this gospel, the 

author is at pains to demonstrate that Jesus fulfils prophecy. The purpose in doing 

this was not only to tie Jesus into the prophecies of the Messiah but to demonstrate 

that Jesus was part of God’s plan all along. This gospel was written at a time when 

there were growing tensions between early Christian communities and mainstream 

Jews. By highlighting the fulfilment of scripture, the author attempts to firstly reassure 

the Christian community in the face of aggression and resentment from the main-

stream Jews and secondly, challenge those who oppose the Christian sect to see 

this movement as just another thread in the ancient story of their people.  

Having established the credentials of Jesus, the gospel writer then provides a sum-

mary of the teaching that will be played out in the gospel, ‘Repent, for the king-

dom of heaven is close at hand.’ Repent had a far more powerful meaning than 

what we tend to ascribe to it today. Much more than simply being sorry, repent 

carried with it a sense of turning one’s life around; making amends for past failures; 

and choosing a whole new direction for one’s life. Literally, it meant a ‘change of 

mind’. To demonstrate the urgency and strength of this teaching, Jesus calls his first 

four disciples who immediately drop what they are doing and set out on a new life 

with him. These disciples are the first of many to ‘repent’ and turn their lives around.  

 

Historical Context – Repent  

Throughout the Old Testament, the people of Israel repeated a cycle of behaviour. 

When their relationship with God was strong, they upheld the covenant and they 

prospered. They would forget that their prosperity lay in being in right relationship 

with one another and with God and so they would neglect those relationships. 

They would turn so far away that some tragedy or oppression would befall them. 

Out of their despair they would recognise their need for God and they would 

‘repent’ and re-establish their relationship with God. Jesus’ call to repent is a call to 

looking at the relationship with God in a whole new way.  

 

Have you thought? People in darkness  

The passage from Isaiah that is quoted in the gospel, speaks of the people who 

dwell in darkness. The passage is addressed to the Jewish tribes of Zebulun and 

Naphtali – two of the twelve tribes. These two tribes lived in the northernmost part 

of Palestine and their lands were surrounded by Gentiles. Any non-Jew was regard-

ing as living in darkness because they did not have the light of ‘truth’, but these 

two tribes also dwelt in darkness because they were surrounded by it. Regardless, 

the passage asserts that all who dwell in darkness (Gentile and Jew alike) will re-

ceive a great light  

 

From the perspective of … The first called  

What must it have been like for those first four disciples Jesus called? The fact that 

they were fishing means that they had not been chosen to continue studying the 

Torah beyond childhood and had not been chosen by a rabbi to be his followers. 

Even as young men, these four were has-beens and had no hope of a rabbi asking 

them to be his disciples. Suddenly, Jesus appears and calls them to follow him. A 

life that had passed them by suddenly opened up before them! Of course they 

dropped everything and followed.  
By Greg Sunter Liturgy Help © 2026 
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Please keep the following 

individuals in prayer. 

For those who are sick 

Andre Swanepoel 

Baby Langakali 

Miriam Clancy 

Jones Velasco 

Lilian Lee 

Matthew Foster  

Carol Ooi 

Robert Darlington 

Irene Pellegrino 

Etgel Tan 

Dominic Kurian Regi 

Mary K 

Carmel Blake  

Vincent Ciauduro  

 

 
 

Recently Deceased 

Felicitas Sagrado  

Iole Savorgnan 

Jones Velasco  

 
 

Death Anniversaries 

Rade Krile 

Anica Brusic  

Nguyen Thi Hoa 

Allaire Samantha Mannette 

Arthur Alcala 

Chita Japa 

Ryszard Zajac  

Florina Batiancila Cabardo  

Romeo Batiancila Cabardo 

Arthur Gallagher 

Justina Balberona 

Phillip Dodds 

Paul Achi 

 

  

 

 

We include those who are 

members of our Parish or 

relatives. Please email the 

parish office or click here to 

request prayers. 

Prayer  

Requests 

Parish News and Events 

 Special Mass  - Monday, 26 January 2006 at 9.15am to celebrate Australia Day. 

 NO Sustainability Sunday  – There will be no Sustainability Sunday this weekend. 

The program will resume the last weekend of February.  

 Legion of Mary meetings are held every Friday, at 6:30 p.m. at the Vinnies Room. 

All are welcome to join. 

 Loreto annual Mass and Luncheon  - Saturday 14 March, 2026 at St Francis Xavier 

Church,  Hall. Further details to follow.  

Dear Parishioners, As we prepare for Ash Wednesday, we 

invite anyone who has palm branches at home to please 

bring them to the church/Parish Office. These will be used for 

burning in preparation for the ashes used on Ash 

Wednesday. Thank you for helping us prepare for this sacred 

season. 

CATECHISM HELPERS WANTED! 

We are pleased to announce that we are getting great interest for our Parish School of 

Religion who want to do the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Con-

firmation. Classes are run for the children on a Sunday afternoon. If you are able to 

help in any way, for any length of time, please let the Parish Office know and we can 

hold an Information session in February. 

 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 
 

As promised, The Evangelisation Ministry is introducing a bible 

study group for the parish.  This emerged as a high priority from 

our parish assembly last year.  The group will begin with a special 

Lenten Program.  After Easter it will focus on the weekly gospels. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. The parish is offering the Lenten Bible Study at three 

different times. 

Monday 7:30pm 

Thursday 1.00pm 

Thursday 7:30pm 

 

The location is the Parish meeting room and cost is $10 that includes a guide. The 

evening sessions will be facilitated by members of our Evangelisation Ministry, and the 

Thursday afternoon study will be facilitated by Father Troy. The focus will be the Sunday 

Gospel. 

Lent starts on Wednesday 18 February and the first Sunday of Lent is 22 February.  So, 

the Bible Study sessions will commence on Monday 16 February and Thursday 19 

February and will continue up until the Easter weekend. 

To register, please click here or write your contact details using the sign-up sheets in 

the church foyer.  

AUSTRALIA DAY - WHY WE CELEBRATE BEING AUSTRALIAN 
 

On Monday, 26 January we celebrate Australia Day. We can celebrate our past, 

present and future and reflect on what we have and where we live. 

Australia Day is about understanding the experiences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples, who have the oldest continuous cultures in the world. Recognising 

this history alongside our more recent past allows us to better understand one 

another and work toward reconciliation. 

Celebrating as one nation also strengthens civic pride and highlights values such as fairness, mateship, resilience, 

and equality. Honouring everyday people through awards and citizenship ceremonies is a reminder of the positive 

contributions, big and small, that help build a better nation. 

In a troubled world, coming together sends a strong message that cooperation and respect matter. 

 
Sourced from www.majellan.media 

https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=GZLDMMoebEGHgmdSD19TaERCjG6jVUhIinUpUvEoJwZUQ1pWUkhEUzdNWE5SVzc1MVpKWjVISDg4RS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=GZLDMMoebEGHgmdSD19TaERCjG6jVUhIinUpUvEoJwZUQ1pWUkhEUzdNWE5SVzc1MVpKWjVISDg4RS4u
https://forms.office.com/r/4nPgP3BNL4


 

 

Entrance Antiphon  | Psalm 95:1,6  

O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the 

earth. In his presence are majesty and splendour, 

strength and honour in his holy place.  

 

First Reading | Isaiah 8:23 – 9:3   

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and 

the land of Naphtali, but in days to come he will confer 

glory on the Way of the Sea on the far side of Jordan, 

province of the nations. The people that walked in 

darkness has seen a great light; on those who live in a 

land of deep shadow  a light has shone. You have 

made their gladness greater, you have made their joy 

increase, they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice 

at harvest time, as men are happy when they are 

dividing the spoils.  

For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across 

his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these you break 

as on the day of Midian.  

 

Responsorial Psalm | Ps 26:1. 4. 13-14. R. v.1  

(R.)  The Lord is my light and my salvation.  

 

1. The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I 

fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; Before 

whom shall I shrink? (R.) 

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long, 

to live in the house of the Lord, all the days of my 

life, to savour the sweetness of the Lord, to 

behold his temple (R.) 

3. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the 

land of the living. Hope in him, hold firm and take 

heart. Hope in the Lord! (R.) 

Second Reading | 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17  

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 

Corinthians  

II appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, to make up the differences between you, and 

instead of disagreeing among yourselves, to be united 

again in your belief and practice. From what Chloe’s 

people have been telling me, my dear brothers, it is 

clear that there are serious differences among you. 

What I mean are all these slogans that you have, like: ‘I 

am for Paul’, ‘I am for Apollos’, ‘I am for Cephas’, ‘I am 

for Christ’. Has Christ been parcelled out? Was it Paul 

that was crucified for you? Were you baptised in the 

name of Paul?  

For Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach 

the Good News, and not to preach that in the terms of 

philosophy in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be 

expressed.  

 

Gospel Acclamation | Matthew 4:23  

Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of the 

kingdom and healed all who were sick. Alleluia!  

 

Gospel | Matthew 4:12-23  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went back 

to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and settled 

in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders 

of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy 

of Isaiah was to be fulfilled: Land of Zebulun! Land 

of Naphtali! Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, 

Galilee of the nations! The people that lived in darkness 

has seen a great light; on those who dwell in the land 

and shadow of death a light has dawned.  

From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the 

message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close 

at hand.’ As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he 

saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his 

brother Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake 

with their net, for they were fishermen. And he said to 

them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.’ 

And they left their nets at once and followed him.  

Going on from there he saw another pair of brothers, 

James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they were 

in their boat with their father Zebedee, mending their 

nets, and he called them. At once, leaving the boat 

and their father, they followed him  

He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their 

synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the 

kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness 

among the people.  

 

Communion Antiphon | Psalm 33:6  

Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not 

be abashed.  

Source: Liturgy Help © 2026 

Readings for The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

Kids Corner 
Crossword 

 

I will teach you how to 

bring people instead of 

fish 



 

 

Thank you everyone for your continued financial support of our parish in what continue to be challenging times!    

While we have achieved surplus better than the deficit we were budgeting, we had additional unbudgeted IT 

equipment expenses associated with a new IT provider. Some other expenses were substantially higher than 

budgeted causing changes to other planned expenditure.                                                                                                   

We are trying to transition away from cash, where possible, to reduce the risks associated with handling and 

banking of cash, but the fact is cash will ALWAYS be welcome. 

Many thanks to those who were able to increase their planned giving. Any further questions please contact Tony 

Rose (Finance Officer) at the Parish Office.  

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone for your generous contributions 

during the Christmas season. Your kindness and support are truly 

appreciated. We are also grateful to share that the Christmas raffle raised 

$1,994. Thank you for helping make this season so meaningful for our 

community. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Community Notices 
 

 
 5 February | The Marriage Course (Alpha) 

The Archdiocese is running The Marriage Course which combines face-to-face and zoom sessions. Course 

times are consecutive Thursday evenings from 12 February through to 27 March (inclusive) via Zoom. The 

course will be preceded by an  in-person meeting on Thursday 5th February and will conclude with a clos-

ing dinner. This course welcomes all couples (married or cohabiting) from all faiths and none and is de-

signed for you to discuss questions as a couple in the privacy of your own home. The Marriage Course pro-

vides tools to help you develop and grow your marriage from a good to a great one! Each session will 

have up to date video material and some time for you to connect as a couple.  

The Marriage Course Journal is a key resource, required for the course, and is available here   

To learn more, please contact Cathy Madsen by email on cathy.madsen@cg.org.au or  

by phone on 0422 117 210. To register for the program go here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2026 Glory of Europe 21 Day Tour 

Fr Praveen would like to invite Parishioners to join him for a 21-day Tour of important Religious & Cultural 

Sites in Europe. Rome, Vatican, Lanciano, Cascia, Assisi, Medjugorje, Padua, Venice, Rosa Mystica, Lu-

cerne, Engelberg, Interlaken, Bern, Lausanne, Geneva, Ars Sur Formans, Paris, Lourdes, Avila, Satiago De 

Compostela, Fatima, Lisbon. 

To discuss, ask questions & get more information  please see Fr Praveen(0478951473) or contact 

him Praveen.Paul@cg.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning to marry in the Catholic Church?  

 
Go to the Archdiocesan marriage and family webpage (without delay) for information and to choose a  

marriage preparation program that suits at www.marriagefamily.org.au. For enquiries 

email marriage.preparation@cg.org.au or text Helena on 0405 440 463. 

https://koorong.com/product/marriage-course-journal-2020--nicky-lee-sila_9781922055347?srsltid=AfmBOorauJMz_NWxFyzgJqvlknCmlV7-ZPbH7LYenoJwueoUPlGe07TN
https://cgcatholic.org.au/marriagefamily/home/marriage-course-acg/
https://www.cgcatholic.org.au/marriagefamily/
mailto:marriage.preparation@cg.org.au


 

 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

CONNECT WITH US 

First Collection (Supporting all priests of the Archdiocese) 

1.  BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00029248  Acc Name: Central Presbytery Fund  Ref: Gungahlin and Surname 

2.  EFTPOS machines or Qkr! 

Second Collection (For the upkeep of our parish, staff salaries, insurance,  liturgical needs etc) 

1.      Click on  https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/ 

2.   Direct Credit:   BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701  Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish 

3.   EFTPOS machines or Qkr! 

Parish Priest: Fr Troy Bobbin  

E: troy.bobbin@cg.org.au 

 

Assistant Priest: Fr Eden Langlands 

E: eden.langlands@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Office and Presbytery 

93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph:  6242 9622 

Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Office Manager: Surani Samaraweera 

E: gungahlin.officemanager@cg.org.au   

 

Parish Secretary: Jovina John Britto                        

E: gungahlin@cg.org.au   

 

Office Support: Chris Konik-Rose 

E: gungahlin.sacraments@cg.org.au  

 

Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose  

E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): John Mikita  

E: mikitajgm@gmail.com  

 
Download our parish app: Pocket Parish from App Store 

or Google Play or sign up for our newsletter here.    

Parish Groups 
 

Craft Group | Beth Forshaw |  

Mondays 1:00pm Parish Office 
 

St Vincent de Paul | Drazen Roginic President  

P: 0401 669 301 |  E: Drazen.Roginic@vinnies-cg.org.au  
 

Call to Connect | Maureen Hilton | M: 0431 123 465 

Couples for Christ (CFC) | Kotch Velasquez |  

M: 0405 359 421 
 

Holy Spirit Prayer Group | Kathy Torcasio 0401 920 028 

Wednesdays at 7:30pm in the church  

 

Social Justice Group | Peter Peterson   

E: socialjustice.hsp@gmail.com 
 

Legion of Mary | Marie Lazaro 0415 302 319 
 

Focolare Families Group | Anna  0416 668 985  

E: focolareamaroo@gmail.com 
 

Youth Ministry | E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Care Group| Vacant—please contact Parish Office 
 

Community Garden Group| Theivani Evers 

E: amaroocommunitygardens@gmail.com 
 

 

Parish Safeguarding Commitment 
 

Holy Spirit Parish is committed to safeguarding and upholding the dignity and rights of our children and  

vulnerable people.  We seek to empower children, their families and carers, and vulnerable people, to have a 

say, to be listened to, and to be protected. This approach is at the center of all of our thinking and action.  

Parish Safeguarding Officers – Susan Pradeep and Louise Johnson. While their email addresses are not currently 

available; please send any concerns to Maria Hicks-Manager Institute of Professional Standards & Safeguarding 

(IPSS) at ipss@cg.org.au or 02 6239 9806 

Children’s Sacramental Program for 2026 

 
If you are interested in your child receiving  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Year 3 and above) 

First Holy Communion ( Year 4 and above) 

Confirmation ( Year 6 & above) 

 

And your child does not attend one of the three Parish Catholic 

Primary Schools, Then please register your expression of interest 

for 2026 by completing the online form by 31st January 2026 

 

 

 

For more details please contact: 

sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH LIBRARY 
 

Please note that the books in the library are 

for reference and borrowing only and are 

not meant to be taken permanently. We 

have noticed that a number of books are 

currently missing. If you have any library 

books with you, we kindly request that you 

return them at your earliest convenience. 

https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/
mailto:mikitajgm@gmail.com
http://eepurl.com/g4u7-X
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:ipss@cg.org.au
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsDHfpS9uzb2Z3R23xKyHSSmFlGs-ejYkVcTfJDMppcgD7bQ/viewform

