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St Francis Xavier Hall 
Thursday 25 December 

9.00am Mass 

Saturday 27 December 

5:00pm 

Holy Spirit Amaroo 

 

Monday  22 December 
10.30am Chairs Set Up 

7:30pm Advent Bible Study 

 

Tuesday 23 December 

9:15am Mass 
10:00am Nativity Practice 

 

Wednesday 24 December 

9:15am Mass 
10:00am Nativity Practice 

6:00pm Mass  

9:00pm Mass  

 

Thursday 25 December 
8:00am Mass 

9:30am Mass 

 

Friday  26 December 

9:15am Mass 

 

Saturday 27 December 

4:15pm Reconciliation 

5:00pm Mass 

 

Sunday 28 December 

8:00am Mass 

9:00am Reconciliation 

9:30am Mass  
5:00pm NO Mass 

A Faithful Yes:  Embracing God’s Plan, Even in the Unexpected  (Matthew 1: 18 - 24)  

 

     Then Joseph woke up. He did exactly what God’s angel commanded in the 

dream: He married Mary. He named the baby Jesus. (Matthew 1:  24 -25)  

 

As we journey through Advent, we find ourselves on the brink of something extraordi-

nary. This week’s Gospel from Matthew gives us a glimpse into the life-changing mo-

ment when Joseph, overwhelmed by the unexpected news of Mary’s pregnancy, 

chooses to respond not with fear or rejection, but with trust and love.  

This passage is often overshadowed by the focus on Mary, but today, let’s take a 

moment to reflect on Joseph, whose faith is just as profound. Joseph was a man who 

faced uncertainty, whose plans were turned upside down. Imagine the pressure: he 

had a dream, and yet, in that dream, he was asked to do something completely 

unexpected. His response wasn’t to fight it or to ignore it but to embrace it with open 

arms.  

For us, especially as families, this is a powerful reminder that life doesn’t always go 

the way we plan. In fact, it often doesn’t! We all know how chaotic and unpredicta-

ble life can be. From raising kids to navigating work-life balance, from managing fi-

nances to dealing with sickness or loss – we’re always facing moments of disruption. 

But in those moments, the example of Joseph challenges us to trust God, even when 

the road ahead seems unclear.  

Joseph didn’t just say “yes” to God’s plan once – he said “yes” again and again. In 

each moment of his journey, he continued to follow God’s will, not because it was 

easy, but because he believed in the greater purpose. The good news is that, like 

Joseph, we don’t walk this journey alone. God is with us, and through God’s pres-

ence, we find the strength to respond with faith.  

This Fourth Sunday of Advent invites us to pause and reflect on how we, too, can say 

"yes" to God's calling in the midst of life’s twists and turns. Whether you’re a parent, a 

grandparent, or a member of the parish community, we all have our own struggles 

and joys. But as Joseph shows us, it’s in those moments of uncertainty that God’s 

love can shine the brightest.  

As we approach Christmas, let’s ask ourselves: How can we make room for God in 

our own homes and hearts? How can we, like Joseph, say “yes” to the unexpected, 

trusting that God is always with us, guiding us, and bringing light into our lives?  

Let this be a time of waiting with joyful expectation, knowing that God will never 

abandon us, even when things don’t go according to our plans.  

 

Wishing you all a blessed Fourth Sunday of Advent! Let’s take a moment to pray for 

one another, for families, and for the gift of faith that unites us all in this beautiful sea-

son.  

           www.gpbs.com.au 

 

  20-21 December 2025                                                                Fourth Sunday of Advent | Year A 

Children’s Christmas Nativity Registration  
 

It is not too late. If your child would like to be involved  - please 
complete this form and come along to the practice.  

https://forms.gle/iAbkVX5kMWk7BoSJA   

 Tuesday 23 and Wednesday 24 December 10:00am-12:00pm 
 

https://forms.gle/iAbkVX5kMWk7BoSJA


 

 

Parish News and Events Please keep the following 

individuals in prayer. 

For those who are sick 

Elisabeth Faith O’Connell 

Kwang Hui Lim 

Adriano Cesar Junior 

Maria Teresa Meireles 

Theresa and Joseph Tan 

Paul Johnston  

Vesna Ljubičić  

Alonso 

Sharni Laffan 

Marc Darlington 

Nancy Phillips 

Ashley 

Ana Al-Adhami 

Wigglesworth Family 

Jeffrey Gonzalez 

Mary Gardner 

Marie Lincoln 

Wongduean Sawasditas  

Nook Sawasditas  

Daranee Teapthong 

Judeth Barrett 

Mark and Debbie 

Dee Pennay 

Tom Nunan 

Tim Mulcahy 

Tatiata Tarazona 

Adrian Mainwaring 

Waine Summerfield 

Alfred 

Carol DeCruz 

David Campbell 

Brett Worth 

Norberto Arqueza 

Loretta Vandort 

Manjula Perera 

Melville Norris 

Marc Bainbridge 

Andre Swanepoel 

Baby Langakali 

Miriam Clancy 

Alan Demascus 

Nell Davis 

Jones Velasco 

Carmel Blake 

Danilo Mallari 

Stephanie Conroy 

Glenn 

Tina Lukban 

Lilian Lee 

Matthew Foster  

Carol Ooi 

Robert Darlington 

Patricia 

Recently Deceased 

Rodrigo Arcinas 

Thelma Marie Kaye Mulligan 

Gardenia Japa Tilacas  

Fryc Przybylski 
Death Anniversaries 

Fred Selems  

Beryl McSweyn  

Bruno Mancuso 

Alexander Lomo 

Sybil Kelleher 

 

We include those who are 

members of our Parish or 

relatives. Please email the 

parish office or click here to 

request prayers. 

Prayer  

Requests 

 Christmas Raffle | The raffle will be drawn after the 9:30am Mass on Sunday 21 

December.  

 Chairs Set Up & Pack up for Christmas Masses | Monday  22 December  at 

10.30am & after 9.30am mass on Sunday 28 December - If you can help, please 

just turn up on the day.  

 Advent Bible Study | 22 December at 7:30pm in the Parish Centre.  

 Journey to Christmas, A Novena with the Nations | 22-23 December at 7.00pm 

 Young Adult Youth Group | 27 December (6:00pm-8:00pm)  

 No Mass | There will be NO mass on Sunday, 28 December 2025 at 5.00pm 

 Christian Meditation will not happen in the coming week and the next date will 

be notified  

 Parish Office closed for holidays | The Parish Office will be closed the week be-

tween Christmas and New Year and will re-open on Tuesday 06 January 2026  

CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN 

NEW APPOINTMENTS OF PRIESTS - 2026  

Cake Stall at Christmas Celebration 
  

A big thank you to everyone 

who contributed to the cake 

stall last Saturday.  

The tables looked gorgeous with the array of beautiful 

cakes, biscuits, caramel slice, muffins, rum balls etc. 

Without your help, it wouldn’t have happened and we 

appreciate your involvement and commitment.  

Thanks too to everyone who purchased these delicious 

offerings! Thanks to Pam, Ged and Maureen for setting 

up the table and to John for the great Christmas 

decorations. It was a most enjoyable, relaxed evening 

supported by the Choir singing Christmas carols.  

Thanks to all the PPC members and friends who        

worked so hard to put on such an enjoyable evening. 

https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

Entrance Antiphon  Isaiah 45:8  

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the 

clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be 

opened and bring forth a Saviour.  

 

First Reading | Isaiah 7:10-14  

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your 

God for a sign for yourself coming either from the 

depths of Sheol or from the heights above.’ 

‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’ 

Then Isaiah said: ‘Listen now, House of David: are you 

not satisfied with trying the patience of men without 

trying the patience of my God, too? The Lord himself, 

therefore, will give you a sign. It is this: the maiden is 

with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she 

will call Immanuel, a name which means “God-is-with-

us”.’  

 

Responsorial Psalm | Ps 23:1-6. R. see vv 7. 10   

(R.)  Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.  

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, the world 

and all its peoples. It is he who set it on the seas; 

on the waters he made it firm (R.) 

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? Who 

shall stand in his holy place? The man with clean 

hands and pure heart, who desires not worthless 

things (R.) 

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord and 

reward from the God who saves him. Such are 

the men who seek him, seek the face of the God 

of Jacob. (R.) 

Second Reading | Romans 1:1-7  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been 

called to be an apostle, and specially chosen to 

preach the Good News that God promised long ago 

through his prophets in the scriptures.  

This news is about the Son of God, who, according to 

the human nature he took, was a descendant of 

David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order 

of the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him, was 

proclaimed Son of God in all his power through his 

resurrection from the dead. Through him we received 

grace and our apostolic mission to preach the 

obedience of faith to all pagan nations in honour of his 

name. You are one of these nations, and by his call 

belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, then, who are God’s 

beloved in Rome, called to be saints, may God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and 

peace.  

 

Gospel Acclamation | Matthew 1:23  

Alleluia, alleluia! A virgin will give birth to a son; his 

name will be Emmanuel: God is with us. Alleluia!  

 

Gospel | Matthew 1:18-24  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother 

Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came 

to live together she was found to be with child through 

the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of 

honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to 

divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do 

this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she 

has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will 

give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, 

because he is the one who is to save his people from 

their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet: The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son and they will call 

him Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. 

When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the 

Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home.  

 

Communion Antiphon | Isaiah 7:14  

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his 

name will be called Emmanuel.  

Source: Liturgy Help © 2025 

 

Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Advent - Year A  

 

Children’s Sacramental Program for 2026 

 

If you are interested in your child receiving  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Year 3 and above) 

First Holy Communion ( Year 4 and above) 

Confirmation ( Year 6 & above) 

 
And your child does not attend one of the three Parish Catholic Primary Schools, Then please register your expres-

sion of interest for 2026 by completing the online form by 31st January 2026 

 

 
For more details please contact: 

sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsDHfpS9uzb2Z3R23xKyHSSmFlGs-ejYkVcTfJDMppcgD7bQ/viewform


 

 



 

 

Community Notices 
 

 23-27 January | Trendsetters 2026 - A Jesus Youth Discipleship Retreat  

Navigating your faith into adulthood can be challenging, especially in a fast-paced world! Trendsetters is 

a time for you to set your eyes on God through ENCOUNTER of His Love and a RENEWAL of your faith! 

Dates: 23-27 Jan 2026 (5 DAYS) 

Location: YWAM Canberra, Watson, ACT 2602 

Who: Highschool Graduates and Uni students (ages 18-23) 

Registration closes 11 Jan so book fast using the QR code!  

For more information contact: 

Email - canberra@jesusyouth.org.au 

Tanya Jojo – 0431805052  

 

 2026 Glory of Europe 21 Day Tour 
Fr Praveen would like to invite Parishioners to join him for a 21-day Tour of important Religious & Cultural 

Sites in Europe. Rome, Vatican, Lanciano, Cascia, Assisi, Medjugorje, Padua, Venice, Rosa Mystica, Lu-

cerne, Engelberg, Interlaken, Bern, Lausanne, Geneva, Ars Sur Formans, Paris, Lourdes, Avila, Satiago De 

Compostela, Fatima, Lisbon. 

To discuss, ask questions & get more information   

please see Fr Praveen(0478951473) or contact him Praveen.Paul@cg.org.au 

 

 

 

Planning to marry in the Catholic Church?  

 
Go to the Archdiocesan marriage and family webpage (without delay) for information and to choose a  

marriage preparation program that suits at www.marriagefamily.org.au.. For enquiries 

email marriage.preparation@cg.org.au or text Helena on 0405 440 463. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS 
 

To your enemy, forgiveness.  

To an opponent, tolerance. 

To a friend, your heart. 

To a customer, service. 

To all, charity. 

To every child,  

a good example. 

To yourself, respect. 

An Advent Prayer 

 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ever faithful to your 

promises and ever close to your Church: the earth 

rejoices in hope of the Savior's coming and looks 

forward with longing to his return at the end of time. 

Prepare our hearts and 

remove the sadness that 

hinders us from feeling the joy 

and hope which his presence 

will bestow, for he is Lord for 

ever and ever. 

 Amen. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marriagefamily.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJeanine.Doyle%40cg.org.au%7Ce0ca3886a2404026cc3e08dd70d4f294%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C638790782128079347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
mailto:marriage.preparation@cg.org.au
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5889
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5889
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217


 

 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

CONNECT WITH US 

First Collection (Supporting all priests of the Archdiocese) 

1.  BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00029248  Acc Name: Central Presbytery Fund  Ref: Gungahlin and Surname 

2.  EFTPOS machines or Qkr! 

Second Collection (For the upkeep of our parish, staff salaries, insurance,  liturgical needs etc) 

1.      Click on  https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/ 

2.   Direct Credit:   BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701  Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish 

3.   EFTPOS machines or Qkr! 

Parish Priest: Fr Troy Bobbin  

E: troy.bobbin@cg.org.au 

 

Assistant Priest: Fr Eden Langlands 

E: eden.langlands@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Office and Presbytery 

93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph:  6242 9622 

Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Office Manager: Surani Samaraweera 

E: officemanager@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

 

Parish Secretary: Jovina John Britto                        

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

 

Office Support: Chris Konik-Rose 

E: officesupport@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose  

E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): John Mikita  

E: mikitajgm@gmail.com  

 
Download our parish app: Pocket Parish from App Store 

or Google Play or sign up for our newsletter here.    

Parish Groups 
 

Craft Group | Beth Forshaw |  

Mondays 1:00pm Parish Office 
 

St Vincent de Paul | Drazen Roginic President  

P: 0401 669 301 |  E: Drazen.Roginic@vinnies-cg.org.au  
 

Call to Connect | Maureen Hilton | M: 0431 123 465 

Couples for Christ (CFC) | Kotch Velasquez |  

M: 0405 359 421 
 

Holy Spirit Prayer Group | Kathy Torcasio 0401 920 028 

Wednesdays at 7:30pm in the church  

 

Social Justice Group | Peter Peterson   

E: socialjustice.hsp@gmail.com 
 

Legion of Mary | Marie Lazaro 0415 302 319 
 

Focolare Families Group | Anna  0416 668 985  

E: focolareamaroo@gmail.com 
 

Youth Ministry | E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Care Group| Vacant—please contact Parish Office 
 

Community Garden Group| Theivani Evers 

E: amaroocommunitygardens@gmail.com 
 

 

Parish Safeguarding Commitment 
 

Holy Spirit Parish is committed to safeguarding and upholding the dignity and rights of our children and  

vulnerable people.  We seek to empower children, their families and carers, and vulnerable people, to have a 

say, to be listened to, and to be protected. This approach is at the center of all of our thinking and action.  

Parish Safeguarding Officers – Susan Pradeep and Louise Johnson. While their email addresses are not currently 

available; please send any concerns to Maria Hicks-Manager Institute of Professional Standards & Safeguarding 

(IPSS) at ipss@cg.org.au or 02 6239 9806 

Christmas Mass Times 
CHRISTMAS EVE  - Wednesday 24 December 2025 

Holy Spirit Amaroo 

6:00pm Children’s Nativity Mass *      9:00pm Christmas Eve Mass (Carols starts at 8:30pm) 

(All children coming to Mass are invited to come dressed as angels and shepherds.) 

CHRISTMAS DAY  - Thursday 25 December 2025 

Holy Spirit Amaroo          St Francis Xavier Church (Hall) 

8:00am Christmas Day Mass         9:00am Christmas Day Mass 

9:30am Christmas Day Mass 

 

For those of you who are travelling and won’t be with us this Christmas,  
we wish you and your family a joyous and Holy Christmas.!   

May the peace of Christ live in our hearts and homes, our neighbourhood  
and our world. 

https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/
http://holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/
mailto:mikitajgm@gmail.com
http://eepurl.com/g4u7-X
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:ipss@cg.org.au

