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St Francis Xavier Hall 
 

Saturdays 5:00pm 

 

Holy Spirit Amaroo 

 

Monday  

Office closed 

7:00pm Christian Meditation 

 

Tuesday  

9:15am Liturgy of the Word 

 

Wednesday  

9:15am Liturgy of the Word 

No Holy Hour and 

Reconciliation 

 

Thursday  

9:15am Liturgy of the Word 

 

Friday  

7:00am Mass 

 

Saturday  

4:15pm Reconciliation 

5:00pm Mass 

 

Sunday  

8:00am Mass 

9:00am Reconciliation 

9:30am Mass  

5:00pm Mass 

Clearing Space for God: Making Room for the Sacred (John 2: 13 - 22 )  

 

Jesus put together a whip out of strips of leather and chased them out of the Temple, 

stampeding the sheep and cattle, upending the tables of the loan sharks, spilling coins 

left and right. He told the dove merchants, “Get your things out of here! Stop turning 

my Father’s house into a shopping mall!” (John 2: 15 - 16)  

  

Jesus walks into the Temple and finds that something sacred has lost its focus. The Tem-

ple, meant to be a place of prayer, had become busy, noisy, and distracted. With 

passion and purpose, Jesus clears it out and calls people back to what really matters –

 the presence of God.  

  

It’s a powerful moment, and it’s one that still speaks to us today. Because sometimes 

our own lives, our homes, and even our hearts can start to feel a bit like that Temple –

 crowded with noise, busyness, worry, and distraction. The good things of life can easi-

ly take over the God things.  

  

The Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica reminds us that the Church isn’t just 

a building in Rome. It’s a living sign of who we are together: God’s people, the living 

Church. Every time we gather as a family, as a parish, or even around the dinner ta-

ble, we become part of that same sacred story.  
 

So what might Jesus want to “clear out” in our lives today? What might he want to 

restore, to make space for joy, peace, and His presence again? Maybe it’s our end-

less schedules that leave little room for rest or prayer. Maybe it’s the digital noise that 

drowns out real connection. Or maybe it’s the simple call to bring faith back into our 

homes – a prayer before dinner, a kind word, a quiet moment together.  
 

The truth is, God’s temple is not just in church, it’s in us. Our families, our friendships, 

and our homes are all places where God wants to dwell. The Lateran Basilica stands 

as a reminder that holiness doesn’t belong to marble and stone, but to living hearts 

that make room for God.  
 

So today, as we celebrate this feast, let’s ask ourselves: Are we building homes where 

faith is visible, love is tangible, and God feels at home?  
 

May we, as families and as a parish community, have the courage to clear the clutter, 

to renew what matters, and to make space for the sacred in the middle of everyday 

life. Because when we do, our lives become cathedrals of grace – not grand or per-

fect, but full of God’s living presence.  

 

 Questions for Reflection 

 What might Jesus be asking me to “clear out” so there’s more room for God in 

my life or home? 

 How can my family or parish community become a living sign of God’s pres-

ence in our world today? 

 Where do I most experience the sacred in the ordinary moments of my week? 
 

Action Response 

Let’s make space for God this week: in our homes, our routines, and our hearts. Let’s 

clear away the noise and rediscover what really matters: love, faith, and presence. As 

families and as a parish, let’s be living temples where others can see and feel God’s 

goodness at work. The Church is not just a building ... it’s us. Let’s live like it.  

www.gpbs.com.au 
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Parish News and Events 

The month of November is dedicated to the Holy 

Souls in Purgatory.  The Church commemorates all the 

faithful who have departed from this life but have not 

yet attained the joys of heaven.   

It is a time of remembrance for friends and loved ones 

who have passed away. The Book of Remembrance 

will be available in the Church foyer. Please record 

the names of loved ones who are to be remembered 

throughout November.  

November Mass Offering envelopes will be available in the foyer of the Church 

where you might like to name your departed friends and family.  

Masses will be celebrated throughout the month of November in their memory. You 

November  -  Month of the Holy Souls 

Please keep the following 

individuals in prayer. 

For those who are sick 

Elisabeth Faith O’Connell 

Kwang Hui Lim 

Adriano Cesar Junior 

Maria Teresa Meireles 

Theresa and Joseph Tan 

Paul Johnston  

Mark Bush 

Vesna Ljubičić  

Alonso 

Sharni Laffan 

Marc Darlington 

Nancy Phillips 

Ashley 

Ana Al-Adhami 

Wigglesworth Family 

Jeffrey Gonzalez 

Mary Gardner 

Marie Lincoln 

Wongduean Sawasditas  

Nook Sawasditas  

Daranee Teapthong 

Judeth Barrett 

Mark and Debbie 

Dee Pennay 

Tom Nunan 

Tim Mulcahy 

Tatiata Tarazona 

Adrian Mainwaring 

Waine Summerfield 

Alfred 

Carol DeCruz 

David Campbell 

Brett Worth 

Norberto Arqueza 

Loretta Vandort 

Manjula Perera 

Melville Norris 

Marc Bainbridge 

Andre Swanepoel 

Baby Langakali 

Miriam Clancy 

Alan Demascus 

Nell Davis 

Jones Velasco 

Carmel Blake 

Danilo Mallari 

Stephanie Conroy 

Glenn 

Tina Lukban 

 
Recently Deceased 

Valeriana Seastres  

Hazel Ross  
 

Death Anniversaries 

Geraldine Crane  

Madalena Anh Do  

Alan Sargent   

Kaitlyn Margaret Rose Mulligan 

Francisca Balberona 

Maria Neide De Mello Braga 

 

We include those who are 

members of our Parish or 

relatives. Please email the 

parish office or click here to 

request prayers. 

Prayer  

Requests 

 National Recycling Week : 10 – 16 November 2025 – This weekend, the Parish so-

cial justice group will have an information table after each Mass with recycling 

ideas. We would love to hear your ideas too.  

 Young Adult Youth Group: (6:00pm—8:00pm) 9 November, 23 November, 7 De-

cember 

 Youth Group for High Schoolers: (6:00pm—8:00pm) 16 November, 30 November, 

14 December 

 World Day of the Poor – Sunday, 16 November 2025 – Please take a copy of the 

Parish Social Justice newsletter next weekend. The World Day of the Poor was 

established by Pope Francis in 2017 as a day for Catholics to ‘reflect on how pov-

erty is at the very heart of the Gospel’. The theme for 2025 is ‘You are my 

Hope’ (Psalm 71:5). 

 Advent Bible Study : Mondays 7.30pm starting 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd December. 

Please RSVP to office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au by Wednesday 26 November 

2025  

 Holy Spirit Parish Christmas Celebration: Saturday 13 December 2025 after 

5.00pm Mass.  

St Vincent de Paul Society Needs Your Help 
 

As you probably know, every year in December the local parish conference of the St. 

Vincent de Paul Society delivers Christmas hampers to many needy people in 

Gungahlin. This year we will be providing toys to families with children.  

 

We could use a bit of help as this takes a bit of organisation and we need to pick up 

toys from our Head Office in Yarralumla. If you have the time to help us over the next 

month or so we’d be very grateful. 

 

If anyone can help there will be an information session in the St Vincent de Paul 

meeting room at the church on Wednesday 26 November at 7pm.If you would like to 

attend the session please contact Mary Mills on 0435955851 or Margie Vest on 

0401527088. 

 

Christmas Giving Tree 

 
There is Giving Tree in the foyer of the church for 

anyone who is able to help with items for our 

Christmas Appeal.  

If you can help, please take a tag and return the 

item the next time you go to the church. 

We thank you for your generosity, both at 

Christmas and throughout the year. 

 

Merry Christmas to all parishioners from the Holy Spirit conference. 

 

Mark Carter 

For St Vincent de Paul Conference 

https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

Entrance Antiphon  Revelation 21:2  

I saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem,  

coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared like a bride adorned for her husband.  

 

First Reading | Ezekiel 47:1-2. 8-9. 12  

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  

The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple, 

where a stream came out from under the Temple 

threshold and flowed eastwards, since the Temple 

faced east. The water flowed from under the right side 

of the Temple, south of the altar. He took me out by the 

north gate and led me right round outside as far as the 

outer east gate where the water flowed out on the 

right-hand side. The man went to the east holding his 

measuring line and measured off a thousand cubits; he 

then made me wade across the stream; the water 

reached my ankles. He measured off another thousand 

and made me wade across the stream again; the 

water reached my knees. He measured off another 

thousand and made me wade across again; the water 

reached my waist. He measured off another thousand; 

it was now a river which I could not cross; the stream 

had swollen and was now deep water, a river 

impossible to cross. He then said, ‘Do you see, son of 

man?’ He took me further, then brought me back to 

the bank of the river. When I got back, there were 

many trees on each bank of the river. He said, ‘This 

water flows east down to the Arabah and to the sea; 

and flowing into the sea it makes its waters wholesome. 

Wherever the river flows, all living creatures teeming in 

it will live. Fish will be very plentiful, for wherever the 

water goes it brings health, and life teems wherever the 

river flows. Along the river, on either bank, will grow 

every kind of fruit tree with leaves that never wither and 

fruit that never fails; they will bear new fruit every 

month, because this water comes from the sanctuary. 

And their fruit will be good to eat and the leaves 

medicinal.’  

 

Responsorial Psalm | Ps 23. R. v.1 or v.4 

(R.) The waters of the river gladden the city of God.  

1. God is for us a refuge and strength, a helper 

close at hand, in time of distress: so we shall not 

fear though the earth should rock, though the 

mountains fall into the depths of the sea.  (R.) 

2. The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, the 

holy place where the Most High dwells. God is 

within, it cannot be shaken; God will help it at 

the dawning of the day. (R.) 

3. The Lord of hosts is with us: the God of Jacob is 

our stronghold. Come, consider the works of 

the Lord, the redoubtable deeds he has done 

on the earth. (R.) 

Second Reading | 1 Corinthians 3:9-11. 16-17  

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 

Corinthians  

You are God’s building. By the grace God gave me, I 

succeeded as an architect and laid the foundations, 

on which someone else is doing the building. 

Everyone doing the building must work carefully. For 

the foundation, nobody can lay any other than the 

one which has already been laid, that is Jesus Christ.  

Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple and that 

the Spirit of God was living among you? If anybody 

should destroy the temple of God, God will destroy 

him, because the temple of God is sacred; and you 

are that temple.  

 

Gospel Acclamation | 2 Chronicles 7:16  

I have chosen and sanctified this house, says the Lord, 

that my name may remain in it for all time.  

 

Gospel | John 2:13-22  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up 

to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people 

selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money 

changers sitting at their counters there. Making a whip 

out of some cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, 

cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money 

changers’ coins, knocked their tables over and said to 

the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this out of here and stop 

turning my Father’s house into a market’. Then his 

disciples remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for 

your house will devour me. The Jews intervened and 

said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify what you 

have done?’ Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, 

and in three days I will raise it up’. The Jews replied, ‘It 

has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are you 

going to raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking 

of the sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus 

rose from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 

had said this, and they believed the scripture and the 

words he had said.   

Communion Antiphon | 1 Pet 2:5  

Be built up like living stones,  

into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood.  

Source: Liturgy Help © 2025 

Readings for The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica - Year C 

Advent Bible Study  
 

“And the Word became flesh and pitched his tent among 

us”  (John 1:14) - Why does John say the ‘Word' pitched 

his tent? What does this mean? Would you like to know 

more?  

 

Holy Spirit Parish is facilitating an Advent Bible Study on 

Mondays 7:30pm in the Parish Centre commencing 1 

December.  All are welcome.  We will be using the 

booklet: The Promise - Advent and Christmas Daily 

Reflections 2025, published by the Wollongong Diocese.  

 

Each meeting will go for approximately an hour and will 

be on the four Mondays of December - 1st, 8th, 15th and 

22nd.  Cost is $10 that includes the booklet, but if this is an 

issue please let us know.  

 

Please RSVP to office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au by 

Wednesday 26 November 2025  

mailto:office@holypiritgungahlin.org.au


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Sunday, 16 November 2025 is World Day of the 

Poor.  

Please collect Parish social justice group’s newsletter after all 

Masses next weekend. 

Highlights:  

• Pope Leo’s Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi Te – To all Christians 

on Love for the Poor  

Pope Leo in 'Dilexi te': Faith cannot be separated from love for the 

poor - Vatican News  

• Sharon Callister, CEO of Mission Australia says about Australi-

ans who now live in poverty and are at risk of experiencing home-

lessness as a result; and the Australian Catholic Bishops Confer-

ence, Social Justice Statement 2025 – Signs of Hope on the Edge.  

Parish Income & Expenditure (9 months) to 30/9/2025 

Thank you everyone for your continued financial support of our parish in what continue to be challenging 

times!   While we have achieved a surplus better that the budgeted deficit, we have additional salary costs 

associated with the new Office Manager while Theivani is on long term leave. Some other expenses are 

substantially higher than budgeted while insurance costs are substantially lower than expected.   Many thanks 

to those using the EFTPOS machines. We are trying to transition away from cash, where possible, to reduce the 

risks associated with handling and banking of cash, but the fact is cash will ALWAYS be welcome.       

For any further questions please contact Tony Rose (Finance Officer) at the Parish Office.  

Gifted for the Mission 

An Introduction to Charisms  

Gifted for the Mission is published by the Bishops Commission for Evangelisation, Laity and Ministry, a commission 

of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.  

Booklets are now available for reading in the foyer of the church. You may access it online through Catholic Aus-

tralia  website.  

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2025-10/pope-leo-faith-cannot-be-separated-from-love-for-the-poor.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2025-10/pope-leo-faith-cannot-be-separated-from-love-for-the-poor.html


 

 

Community Notices 
 

 11 November | THE SUPERNATURAL POWER OF THE GOSPEL 
THE SUPERNATURAL POWER OF THE GOSPEL, Lalith Perera, founder of the Risen Lord Community will be in 

Canberra for the following programs: 

8th November Archbishop’s Teaching Day St Peter Chanel’s Church, Yarralumla 8.30am – 4.30pm 

9th November Day retreat at Mary Help of Christians Church, Pearce 10.00am – 4.00pm 

Entrance Free. Contact 0412310364/0402651269 for more information 

 

 14 - 15 November | Canberra Camino of St Joseph for Men | 8:00pm – 8:00am  
8pm to 8am, 14-15 Nov 2025 from St Joseph's, O'Connor to Mary Help of Christians, Pearce. After the great 

success of the Sydney annual event and the pilgrimage in Spain come and join a vigil walk through the 

heart of Canberra to pray for our youth, stopping at six churches to pray.  

More info on this call Mat on 0438 446 489  

 

 16 November | Mass for Deceased Members of the Knights of the Southern Cross in the 

Canberra Area | 11:00am 
All members of the Knights of the Southern Cross (KSC) and their families are warmly invited to attend the 

11.00am Mass at St Christopher's Cathedral on 16 November 2025, where Archbishop Prowse will include 

the deceased members of the KSC and their families in his Mass for deceased members of the clergy of 

the Archdiocese. Please wear Order medals/ties if you have them. 

 

 20 November | Vocations Discernment Dinner | 6:00pm 

Vocations Discernment Dinner at Gungahlin Presbytery: Thursday 20 Nov 6pm. For men interested in dis-

cerning a call to the Priesthood. A hearty meal provided with insightful discussions & prayer.  To RSVP 

please contact Vocations Director Fr Emil emil.milat@cg.org.au 0414 523 036. 

 

 24 November | Remembering lives lost to suicide | 6:00pm – 7:00pm  
Join us in Canberra to remember precious lives lost and to support those impacted. If you’ve been im-

pacted by the loss of a loved one to suicide, join a community who share the experience of bereave-

ment. Counsellors will be present to offer support. 

The event will feature music, stories of lived experience and hope, and a sunflower ceremony. Attendees 

are welcome to bring a photo and share a personal tribute on our memorial wall. 

Wesley LifeForce Suicide Memorial Service, Old Parliament House,The Members’ Dining Room 1-18 King 

George Terrace 

 

 5-11 December | Christmas Park| 6:00pm  
Join your church community at Christmas Park, Hall, from 5–11 December after 6 PM! 

Support St. Anthony’s Bread, help families in need, decorate trees, or perform on stage. Together, with 

your performance and support, we’ll bring merriment and joy throughout the night. 

See Canberra’s 17m Christmas tree and over 400 festive trees! 

If you’d like to support us by performing at this year’s Christmas charity event, please visit our website or 

contact Robert at 0451 683 110 to register before 15 November 2025. 

 

Position Vacant – Parish Officer (Mary Help of Christians Parish, South Woden) 
People are invited to apply for the position of Parish Officer, Mary Help of Christians Parish South Woden. This is a 

permanent part-time position of 24 hours per week (preference Tues- Fri, times negotiable).  

NOTE: training with regard to the relevant parish administrative systems and Archdiocesan policies will be pro-

vided by Archdiocese Parish Support Staff. The successful candidate will be required to complete the necessary 

child protection checks.  

Salary will be subject to the Clerks Award. For a copy of the Duty Statement please contact the Parish Priest, Fr 

Emil Milat 0414 523 036 or the Parish Office wodensouth@cg.org.au Applications addressing the Selection Crite-

ria and current CV to be sent to Fr Emil Milat emil.milat@cg.org.au by CoB Friday 21 November 2025. 

Planning to marry in the Catholic Church?  

 
Go to the Archdiocesan marriage and family webpage (without delay) for information and to choose a  

marriage preparation program that suits at www.marriagefamily.org.au.. For enquiries 

email marriage.preparation@cg.org.au or text Helena on 0405 440 463. 

mailto:wodensouth@cg.org.au
mailto:emil.milat@cg.org.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marriagefamily.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJeanine.Doyle%40cg.org.au%7Ce0ca3886a2404026cc3e08dd70d4f294%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C638790782128079347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
mailto:marriage.preparation@cg.org.au


 

 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

CONNECT WITH US 

First Collection (Supporting all priests of the Archdiocese) 

1.  BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00029248  Acc Name: Central Presbytery Fund  Ref: Gungahlin and Surname 

2.  Tap and Go machines or Qkr! 

 

Second Collection (For the upkeep of our parish, staff salaries, parish loans, liturgical needs etc) 

1.      Click on  https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/ 

2.   Direct Credit:   BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701  Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish 

3.  Tap and Go machines or Qkr! 

Parish Priest: Fr Troy Bobbin  

E: troy.bobbin@cg.org.au 

 

Assistant Priest: Fr Eden Langlands 

E: eden.langlands@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Office and Presbytery 

93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph:  6242 9622 

Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Office Manager: Surani Samaraweera 

E: officemanager@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

 

Parish Secretary: Jovina John Britto                        

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

 

Office Support: Chris Konik-Rose 

E:officesupport@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose  

E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Alison Weeks 

E: alisonmweeks@bigpond.com  

 
Download our parish app: Pocket Parish from App 

Store or Google Play or sign up for our newsletter 

here.    

Parish Groups 
 

Craft Group | Beth Forshaw |  

Mondays 1:00pm Parish Office 
 

St Vincent de Paul | Drazen Roginic President  

P: 0401 669 301 |  E: Drazen.Roginic@vinnies-cg.org.au  
 

Call to Connect | Maureen Hilton | M: 0431 123 465 

Couples for Christ (CFC) | Kotch Velasquez |  

M: 0405 359 421 
 

Holy Spirit Prayer Group | Kathy Torcasio 0401 920 028 

Wednesdays at 7:30pm in the church  

 

Social Justice Group | Peter Peterson   

E: socialjustice.hsp@gmail.com 
 

Legion of Mary | Marie Lazaro 0415 302 319 
 

Focolare Families Group | Anna  0416 668 985  

E: focolareamaroo@gmail.com 
 

Youth Ministry | E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Care Group| Vacant—please contact Parish Office 
 

Community Garden Group| Theivani Evers 

E: amaroocommunitygardens@gmail.com 
 

 

Parish Safeguarding Commitment 
 

Holy Spirit Parish is committed to safeguarding and upholding the dignity and rights of our children and  

vulnerable people.  We seek to empower children, their families and carers, and vulnerable people, to have a 

say, to be listened to, and to be protected. This approach is at the center of all of our thinking and action.  

Parish Safeguarding Officers – Susan Pradeep and Louise Johnson. While their email addresses are not currently 

available; please send any concerns to Maria Hicks-Manager Institute of Professional Standards & Safeguarding 

(IPSS) at ipss@cg.org.au or 02 6239 9806 

Music/ Sound Update 
 

Dear Parishioners of Holy Spirit Parish, as by now you would 

have seen a new addition to the music family, “Organ”. This 

organ was donated to us by a lovely parishioner, 

Hildegarde, who is renowned organist who have play the 

organ during her time at the Vatican. At present we are 

solving a few settling in issues and it will be and going soon. 
 

Added to that, we are having a review of the Church sound 

system, we are waiting for sound technician to visit and give 

us some advice on a number of issues. 
 

So congregation if any of you have had experience playing an organ and 

would like to join the team, we would love you to get involved 
  

Fr. Troy 

Priests on Retreat! 
 

Fr Troy and Fr Eden will be on  

retreat from  

Monday 10 November to Friday 

14 November.   

During this time there will be  

Liturgy of the Word from  

Tuesday-Thursday and Mass at 

7:00am on Friday. 

No Holy Hour / Confessions on 

Wednesday, 12 November. 

https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/
http://holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/
http://eepurl.com/g4u7-X
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:ipss@cg.org.au

