The World Day of the Poor

16 November 2025

The World Day of the Poor was established by Pope
Francis in 2017 as a day for Catholics to “reflect on
how poverty is at the very heart of the Gospel”. The
theme for 2025 is “You are my Hope” (Psalm 71:5).

Apostolic Exhortation — Dilexi Te
To all Christians on Love for the Poor

On 4 October 2025, the Feast Day of St Francis of
Assisi, Pope Leo released an Apostolic Exhortation
reminding all Christians of their obligation to love
and care for the poor.

Pope Leo in 'Dilexi te': Faith cannot be separated from
love for the poor - Vatican News

Dilexi Te covers many aspects of the Church’s
responsibility to the poor and marginalised. It covers
Church history going back to the first Christians and
the early Church Fathers, as well as saints who had
a great affiliation with the poor. There is far too
much to cover in this article, but | will mention a few
passages:

Paragraph 5 — “Love for the Lord then, is one with
love for the poor”.

Paragraph 9 — "“The condition of the pooris a cry
that, throughout history, constantly challenges our
lives, societies, political and economic systems,
and, not least, the Church. On the wounded faces
of the poor, we see the suffering of the innocent
and, therefore, the suffering of Christ himself.”
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Paragraph 26 - *Jesus' teaching on the primacy of
love for God is clearly complemented by his
insistence that one cannot love God without
extending one’s love to the poor. Love for our
neighbour is fangible proof of the authenticity of
our love for God, as the Apostle John attests: “No
one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us... God
is love, and those who abide in love abide in God,
and God abides in them” (John 4:12,16).

Paragraph 29 — A quote from James, “What good is
it my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith
but do not have works2 Can faith save you? If a
brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and
one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, keep warm
and eat your fill' and yet you do not supply their
bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by
itself, if it has no works, is dead” (James 2:14-17).

Paragraph 115 — On Almsgiving, “almsgiving
remains....a necessary means of contact,
encounter and empathy with those less fortunate”.

| recommend that you take the time fo read the
whole document, which is available on the
Vatican website.

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
Social Justice Statement 2025
Signs of Hope on the Edge

This year's Social Justice Statement provides a
picture of what life is like for people living in
homelessness and with mental ill-health. The
Statement urges all Christians to offer service, as
Jesus did, to our sisters and brothers created in the
image of God.

There are some heartbreaking stories of real people
who suffered from homelessness and mental health
problems, but there are also some stories that offer
great hope when people have been able to
overcome these problems.

The Report notes the need for urgent action by
governments and includes some key
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recommendations for
action (seepi0-11).

SOCIAL JUSTICE
STATEMENT

We are not always
good at knowing
people overwhelmed
by poverty and
mental illness. When
you see someone
begging in the street
have you ever
stopped to say hello
and ask them their
name. Sometimes just
knowing that they are
recognised as a fellow human being can lift their
spirits. | remember a couple of years ago | was
walking through a part of Civic where a number of
homeless people congregate. | said hello to a fellow
who thanked me for acknowledging him. He didn't
want money. He was grateful that someone else
acknowledged his existence.

Serving
homeless

people with )g

mental
ill-health

The full Social Justice Statement 2025 is available on
the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference website.
Signs of Hope on the Edge: Social Justice Statement
2025-2026 - Office For Justice, Ecology and Peace

Some Things We Can Do!

There are many opportunities to volunteer with
homelessness services run by Church and
community groups. At the end of the Bishops’
Statement there is a list of Church and community
homelessness and mental health services. If you
can, you might volunteer to help. If you can’t, you
might consider making a donation to one of these
services.

Poverty in Australia 2025: Overview

A new Report from the Australian Council of Social
Service and the University of NSW shows that one
in seven Australians are living below the poverty

line. That's 3.7 million Australians living on less than
half the median income in Australia.

The poverty line is $584 per week for a single adult
and $1226 per week for a couple with two
children. This means that almost all people who
depend on income support are below the poverty
line.

Sharon Callister, CEO of Mission Australia said that
“More people in Australia are now living in poverty.
Far too many are at risk of experiencing
homelessness as a result. Poverty and
homelessness are deeply inferconnected. Without
adequate income support and access to safe,
affordable housing, people can’'t meet basic
needs or plan for the future.”

She called for real increases to income support
payments, greater investment in social and
affordable housing and early intervention services
that keep people safely housed.

Sharon’s call was supported by acting CEO of
Jesuit Social Services, Michael Livingstone, who
urged politicians to raise the rate of income
support payments, especially Jobseeker, which is
well below the poverty line.

You can read the full Report on the
ACOSS website.

Closer to home, following are some further
suggestions of things that we can do to help
people in need:

¢ Confribute locally to the St Vincent de Paul
food pantry in our own parish (the basket is at
the entry o our church).

¢ Volunteer to help at a charitable organisation
that helps the poor;

e If you can’t volunteer, donate to organisations
like the St Vincent de Paul Society, Marymead
CatholicCare, the Salvation Army, Caritas
Australia, The Catholic Missions, The Smith Family
or their like.

This local video from Vinnies Canberra/Goulburn
explains some of the challenges faced in our
community. Anti-Poverty Week 2025 - A message
from community organisations

Mark Carter, for the Social Justice Group
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