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St Francis Xavier Hall 
 

Saturdays 5:00pm 

 

Holy Spirit Amaroo 

 

Monday  

Office closed 

7:00pm Christian 

Meditation 

 

Tuesday  

9:15am Mass 

 

Wednesday  

8:15am Mass at St John 

Paull II College 

9:15am Mass 

6:00pm Holy Hour and 

Reconciliation 

 

Thursday  

9:15am Mass 

 

Friday  

7:00am Mass 

 

Saturday  

4:15pm Reconciliation 

5:00pm Mass 

 

Sunday  

8:00am Mass 

9:00am Reconciliation 

9:30am Mass  

5:00pm Mass 

 A Remarkable Feast (Matthew 16: 13 - 19) 
  

“Blessed are you, Simon Son of John!” 

  

So Peter gets the keys, and Paul gets the better part 

of the New Testament. It is ironic, really, that we Cath-

olics base our authority on Peter, while Paul becomes 

the de facto pope of Protestants, who appeal to his 

authority as final. 

  

It probably makes sense to the two men  as well. Both understood the theolo-

gy of reversals. Peter the underdog becomes the cornerstone of the future 

papacy, though reasonable people might have chosen Paul. Paul, the man 

of incomparable orthodoxy, becomes the champion of those who dissent 

from the centre of orthodoxy. Only in the kingdom are such things natural. 

  

The Feast of Peter and Paul in itself has something off-centre about it. These 

men had one recorded encounter in Jerusalem and it was not exactly a 

meeting of the minds. Yet they are linked together eternally in the whimsical 

feast. Perhaps this is an ecumenical feast which offers hope for divided Chris-

tianity. Peter continues to speak to us from Rome, while Paul preaches to us in 

the heart of the Eucharist. 

  
Questions for Reflection 

Have you ever found yourself, like Peter, rescued by forces you could not 

comprehend? 

If your “race” was finished now, would you feel your task on earth was com-

pleted? 

Answer the Gospel question for yourself: Who do you say that Jesus is? 
 

Action Response 

Do something Peter-like: Obey a prompting you do not understand. Do 

something Paul-like: Reflect on your life and see God’s hand in the events of 

your days. 
  

Kids’ Corner 

Now I know for certain that the Lord sent an angel and rescued 

me. (Acts12: 11) 

  

To make sure Peter couldn’t escape from jail, Herod had him bound in 

chains. He put two guards next to Peter in his cell. Outside the door squads of 

soldiers kept watch. But one night, the angel of the Lord tapped Peter’s 

shoulder. The chains fell from Peter’s wrists, and the angel walked him right 

past the guards. An iron door opened before them to the city! Peter thought 

he was dreaming, but when the angel left, he realised God really rescued 

him. God wanted Peter to know that nothing would stop the plan he had for 

him. God has a plan for you too. Think about that! 

  

Generous God, help me understand how you want me to live. Amen. 
www.gpbs.com.au 
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Prayer for Peace in the Middle East 

 

“They will hammer their swords into ploughshares and their spears into sickles. Nation 

will not lift sword against nation, no longer will they learn how to make war.”  ISAIAH 

2:4 

God of peace, bearer of hope,  

we seek your help for the peoples of the Middle 

East. 

  

Quiet the clamour of war and guide us towards 

peace. Where there is hatred and division sow 

seeds of calm and openness. Where there is 

destruction help us to rebuild. Where children 

are crying bring an end to tears.  

Shelter your peoples and protect them. Guide them and keep them from harm.  

Show us how to break down the barriers of history and fear  

and breathe whispers of hope.  

Amen.  

Linda Jones / CAFOD 

Please keep the following 

individuals in prayer….. 

For those who are sick 

Elisabeth Faith O’Connell 

Kwang Hui Lim 

Adriano Cesar Junior 

Maria Teresa Meireles 

Theresa and Joseph Tan 

Paul Johnston  

Mark Bush 

Jim Banks 

Barbara Kirk 

Vesna Ljubičić  

Alonso 

Sharni Laffan 

Marc Darlington 

Nancy Phillips 

Ashley 

Ana Al-Adhami 

Linda Dwyer 

Wigglesworth Family 

Alan Demascus 

Jeffrey Gonzalez 

Mary Gardner 

Marie Lincoln 

Wongduean Sawasditas  

Nook Sawasditas  

Daranee Teapthong 

Judeth Barrett 

Mark and Debbie 

Cory Gregorio 

Liberato Nolasco 

Dee Pennay 

Tom Nunan 

Skye Leon 

Tim Mulcahy 

Tatiata Tarazona 

Bill Butler 

Adrian Mainwaring 

Waine Summerfield 

Alfred 

Bing Eric Zhang 

Carol DeCruz 

David Campbell 

Brett Worth 

Lynn Nerdal 

Dora Katic 

Ofelia 

Norberto Arqueza 

Loretta Vandort 

Manjula Perera 

Melville Norris 
 

Anniversaries 

Dominador Aquino Jr 

Renato Aquino 

Melquiades Balberona Sr 

Vittoria Teuma 

Gaudencio Montaos Sr 

Nell Conway 
 

Recently Deceased 

Isidro Pineda 

Bill Honess 

Emmanuel Balberona 

 
We include those who are members 

of our Parish or relatives. Please email 

the parish office or click here to 

request prayers. 

Prayer  

Requests 

Parish News and Events 
 Sustainability Sunday this Weekend –Please remember to bring your  

donations for Lids for Kids to Masses  

 Junior Youth Group—Spirit Kids Yrs 5-6 Sundays 6pm-7:30pm  

 (29 June) - $5 for food/snacks. 

 Planned Giving Envelopes— For those who contribute using Planned Giving 

Envelopes, your envelopes for the 2025-26 financial year are now available 

for collection in the Church foyer. 

 Piano/Keyboard Scholarship—Open to talented young person (Age 15-25). 

Submit CV & Letter of Interest to theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au by 18 

July 2025 

 Instagrace 2025 Teens Retreat— Venue: Outward Bound Australia, Naas Rd, 

Tharwa, ACT. Date: 18th July 9am to 20th July 4pm. Registration fee: $250. 

Registration closes 10 July 2025. Registration link  https://docs.google.com/

forms/d/1gxf6ViR2uP6cFoetpJT-iloWlHUAskerKM70achXxQI/edit For enquiries 

please contact Tanya: 0431 805 052, George: 0426 050 065 or Leeba: 0403 

893 115. 

Let’s Sing with the Pope 
 

The Pontifical Institute of Sacred Music in Rome 

would like to get Catholics worldwide singing 

Gregorian chant with Pope Leo XIV.  So they’ve 

started a series called Let’s Sing with the Pope and 

it’s gone viral.  Seems lots of us want to rock out like 

it’s 1025.  To sing along:  https://youtube.com/shorts/

tRK0IuJlKq8?si=SnvfGmp7fI4E4yY7 .The way you read Gregorian chant music is you 

follow the up and down pattern of the notes with your voice, reading it from left to 

right - and if you come to a little stack of notes, you read them from bottom to 

top.  The parish is starting a choir to sing Gregorian chant.  No previous music 

knowledge or singing experience required.  And if you think you can’t sing a note, 

you might just find you are a rock star when it comes to Gregorian chant because it 

uses a different set of vocal skills from contemporary hymn-singing so if you can talk, 

you can chant!  

https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1gxf6ViR2uP6cFoetpJT-iloWlHUAskerKM70achXxQI/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1gxf6ViR2uP6cFoetpJT-iloWlHUAskerKM70achXxQI/edit
https://youtube.com/shorts/tRK0IuJlKq8?si=SnvfGmp7fI4E4yY7
https://youtube.com/shorts/tRK0IuJlKq8?si=SnvfGmp7fI4E4yY7


 

 

Entrance Antiphon  

These are the ones who, living in the flesh, 

planted the Church with their blood; 

they drank the chalice of the Lord 

and became the friends of God. 

First Reading | Acts of the Apostles 12:1-11 

King Herod started persecuting certain members of the 

Church. He beheaded James the brother of John, and 

when he saw that this pleased the Jews he decided to 

arrest Peter as well. This was during the days of 

Unleavened Bread, and he put Peter in prison, 

assigning four squads of four soldiers each to guard him 

in turns. Herod meant to try Peter in public after the 

end of Passover week. All the time Peter was under 

guard the Church prayed to God for him unremittingly. 

On the night before Herod was to try him, Peter was 

sleeping between two soldiers, fastened with double 

chains, while guards kept watch at the main entrance 

to the prison. Then suddenly the angel of the Lord 

stood there, and the cell was filled with light. He 

tapped Peter on the side and woke him. ‘Get up!’ he 

said ‘Hurry!’ – and the chains fell from his hands. The 

angel then said, ‘Put on your belt and sandals.’ After 

he had done this, the angel next said, ‘Wrap your 

cloak round you and follow me.’ Peter followed him, 

but had no idea that what the angel did was all 

happening in reality; he thought he was seeing a vision. 

They passed through two guard posts one after the 

other, and reached the iron gate leading to the city. 

This opened of its own accord; they went through it 

and had walked the whole length of one street when 

suddenly the angel left him. It was only then that Peter 

came to himself. ‘Now I know it is all true,’ he said. ‘The 

Lord really did send his angel and has saved me from 

Herod and from all that the Jewish people were so 

certain would happen to me.’ 

Responsorial Psalm | Ps 33:2-9. R. v.5 

(R.) The Lord set me free from all my fears. 

 

1. I will bless the Lord at all times  

his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 

The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.) 

2. Glorify the Lord with me.  

Together let us praise his name. 

I sought the Lord and he answered me; 

from all my terrors he set me free. (R.) 

3. Look towards him and be radiant;  

let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called; the Lord heard him 

and rescued his from all his distress. (R.) 

4. The angel of the Lord is encamped  

around those who revere him, to rescue them. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

He is happy who seeks refuge in him. (R.) 

 

 

 

Second Reading | 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and 

the time has come for me to be gone. I have fought 

the good fight to the end; I have run the race to the 

finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is 

the crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the 

Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; 

and not only to me but to all those who have longed 

for his Appearing. 

The Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that 

through me the whole message might be proclaimed 

for all the pagans to hear; and so I was rescued from 

the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil 

attempts on me, and bring me safely to his heavenly 

kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation | Matthew 16:18 

Alleluia, alleluia!  You are Peter, the rock on which I will 

build my Church; the gates of hell will not hold out 

against it. Alleluia! 

Gospel | Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he 

put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say 

the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John 

the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said, ‘who do you say I 

am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ 

he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, 

‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it 

was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but 

my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter 

and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates 

of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will 

give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever 

you bind on earth shall be considered bound in 

heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be 

considered loosed in heaven.’ 

Communion Antiphon | Matthew 16:16,18 

Peter said to Jesus: You are the Christ, the Son of the  

living God. And Jesus replied: You are Peter, 

and upon this rock I will build my Church. 

Source: Liturgy Help © 2024 

Readings for Feast of Sts Peter and Paul, Apostles Year C 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Community Notices 
 

29 June | St Peter and Paul’s Feast Day | 10:00 am 

In celebration of our wonderful Parish of Mary Queen of Apostles and the Old Cathedral of St Peter and Paul’s, we 

welcome you to Mass at 10 am on Sunday the 29th of June. 

This will be followed by a morning tea, hosted by the Parish in the Cathedral Grounds. 

Vocations Dinner @ Calwell Presbytery |  Thursday 3 July 6pm. For men interested in discerning a call to the Priest-

hood. A hearty meal provided with insightful discussions & prayer. To rsvp please contact Vocations Director Fr 

Emil emil.milat@cg.org.au 0414 523 036.  

30 July | An Evening of Dialogue: Pilgrims of Hope | 07:00 pm 

Acclaimed filmmaker and author Bill Bennett, whose spiritual journey on the Camino inspired his award-winning 

film The Way, My Way. Bill will share how walking the Camino revealed a new way of living - simpler, freer, and 

more hopeful. Hosted by journalist and community leader Genevieve Jacobs AM, the evening will include a key-

note presentation by Bill Bennett; small group discussion and audience Q&A facilitated by Genevieve. Event will 

be held at Marist College Canberra. 

9 August: Archbishop’s St Mary MacKillop Pilgrimage  

Join us for the Archbishop’s St Mary MacKillop Pilgrimage on 9 August 2025 at Our Lady Star of the Sea Church, 

Eden. This special church has been designated for the Jubilee Year of Hope.  

• Pilgrimage walk starts at 11.00 am from Eden Sports Ground 

• Reconciliation available during the walk and Mass at 12:00pm 

• Please arrange your own transport.  For inquiries, email woodb4922@gmail.com 

Planning to marry in the Catholic Church? 

Go to the Archdiocesan marriage and family webpage (without delay) for information and to choose a marriage 

preparation program that suits at www.marriagefamily.org.au. For enquiries 

email marriage.preparation@cg.org.au or text Helena on 0405 440 463. 

mailto:woodb4922@gmail.com


 

 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

CONNECT WITH US 

Download our parish app: Pocket Parish from App 

Store or Google Play. 

First Collection (Supporting all priests of the Archdiocese) 

1.  BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00029248  Acc Name: Central Presbytery Fund  Ref: Gungahlin and Surname 

2.  Tap and Go machines or Qkr! 

 

Second Collection (For the upkeep of our parish, staff salaries, parish loans, liturgical needs etc) 

1.      Click on  https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/ 

2.   Direct Credit:   BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701  Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish 

3.  Tap and Go machines or Qkr! 

Parish Priest: Fr Troy Bobbin  

E: troy.bobbin@cg.org.au 

 

Assistant Priest: Fr Eden Langlands 

E: eden.langlands@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Office and Presbytery 

93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph:  6242 9622 

Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Parish Manager: Theivani Evers 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

P: 0472 921 518 

 

Parish Secretary: Jovina John Britto                        

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

 

Office Support: Chris Konik-Rose 

E:officesupport@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose  

E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Alison Weeks 

E: alisonmweeks@bigpond.com  

 

 

Parish Groups 
 

Craft Group | Beth Forshaw 

Mondays 1:00pm Parish Office 
 

St Vincent de Paul | Drazen Roginic President  

P: 0401 669 301 |  E: Drazen.Roginic@vinnies-cg.org.au  
 

Call to Connect | Maureen Hilton | M: 0431 123 465 
 

Holy Spirit Prayer Group | Kathy Torcasio 0401 920 028 

Wednesdays at 7:30pm in the church  

 

Social Justice Group | Peter Peterson   

E: socialjustice.hsp@gmail.com 
 

Legion of Mary | Marie Lazaro 0415 302 319 
 

Focolare Families Group | Anna  0416 668 985  

E: focolareamaroo@gmail.com 
 

Youth Ministry | E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Care Group| Vacant—please contact Parish Office 
 

Community Garden Group| Parish Office 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

St Francis Xavier Social Group 

Greg Farrugia 0412 299 549 gjvita@gmail.com  

Gabrielle O'Kane 0417 464 216 okane.hall@gmail.com  

St Peter’s Catholic Church 

holds weekly marriage 

seminars for husbands. At a 

recent session, the priest 

asked one local parishioner, 

Giuseppe, to share some 

insight into his 50th wedding 

anniversary and how he 

had managed to stay 

married to the same 

woman for so long. 

Giuseppe proudly addressed the assembled 

husbands, “Well. I have tried to treat her 

really nice, you know … spend lots of money 

on her, but best of all, I took her back to Italy 

for our 25th anniversary!” 

The priest was delighted. “Giuseppe, you are 

an amazing inspiration to all the husbands 

here! Please tell us what you are planning for 

your wife for your 50th anniversary?” 

Giuseppe replied, “Well, I thought I’d better 

go back and get her.” 

https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/
http://holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au

