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St Francis Xavier Hall 
Saturdays 5:00pm 

Holy Spirit Amaroo 
 

Monday  

Office closed 

7:00pm Christian Meditation 

7:30pm Lenten Bible Study 

 

Tuesday  

9:15am Mass 

 

Wednesday  

9:15am Mass 

6:00pm Holy Hour and 

Reconciliation 

 

Thursday  

9:15am Mass 

10:00am Lenten Bible Study 

 

Friday  

7:00am Mass 

6:30pm Stations of the Cross 

 

Saturday  

4:15pm Reconciliation 

5:00pm Mass 

 

Sunday  

8:00am Mass 

9:00am Reconciliation 

9:30am Mass  

5:00pm Mass 

  5-6 April 2025                                                                                         5th Sunday of Lent  | Year C 

Something Old, Something New 
 

You know one thing for sure: they did not drag the woman to Jesus out of respect for 

his great learning. The leaders wanted him to come down for our against the law, 

either way trapping him by his response. If Jesus chose the law, the memory of that 

horrific stoning would stay with his disciples forever. And if he chose against the law, 

people would say he was soft on sin. 

  

Of course, Jesus finds a third way to answer. Instead of dismissing her sin, he  

universalises the reality of sin by daring the sinless one to strike first. What is  

someone had picked up a stone? A neighbour might call out his secret fault. Or Je-

sus, who well knew the human heart, might publicly remind the crowd of that one’s 

indiscretions against the law. Rather than saying sin is unimportant, he made it too 

important for mere humans to arbitrate. And Jesus took that  

testimony all the way to the cross. 

  

Questions for Reflection 

• Have you ever been saved from anything? What does it mean for you to say 

“God saves”? 

• What do you have faith in? Do you put your faith in Jesus? If so, why and how?  

• Over whom do you stand in judgment? What would it take to put that stone 

down?  
 

 Action Response 

 Spend the week in active awareness of the new things God is doing in the world 

around you. Participate in the signs of new life you discover. Celebrate and be 

grateful. 

  
Kids’ Corner 

Finger-pointing is tricky business. We’ve all done it because it’s so easy to do. We 

might point at someone and say, “Look at the way that person acts!” And they real-

ly might be doing something wrong. But Jesus asks more of us. He asks us to look in-

side ourselves and be honest about our own actions. Jesus asks us to pay attention 

to him and what he does and then work on being more like him. That will keep us so 

busy, we probably won’t even notice what others are doing! 

  

Jesus, help me see my own wrong-doing and ask your forgiveness.  
www.gpbs.com.au 

Parish Assembly 2025 
 

Dear Parishioners 

A thank you to all who participated in the Parish Assembly last Saturday. It was a 

great show of synodality, that is a coming to listen/walk together as adopted people 

of God. Looking at the feedback that was generated from the day has given myself 

and the Parish Pastoral Council much to discern. On Thursday the PPC gathered  

together to begin the process of formulating a “way forward”; they are daunted but 

excited and promise to keep you all informed. While I am on by Sabbatical they will 

be preparing a commentary to present to me on my return. While I am away on my 

renewal program I too will be praying and  discerning all that was said and how I as 

your Parish Priest can best help us to move forward. 

Fr Troy 



 

 

Please keep the 

following individuals in 

prayer….. 

For those who are sick 

Elisabeth Faith O’Connell 

Kwang Hui Lim 

Adriano Cesar Junior 

Maria Teresa Meireles 

Theresa and Joseph Tan 

Paul Johnston  

Mark Bush 

Jim Banks 

Barbara Kirk 

Vesna Ljubičić  

Alonso 

Sharni Laffan 

Marc Darlington 

Nancy Phillips 

Ashley 

Ana Al-Adhami 

Linda Dwyer 

Wigglesworth Family 

Alan Demascus 

Jeffrey Gonzalez 

Mary Gardner 

Marie Lincoln 

Wongduean Sawasditas  

Nook Sawasditas  

Daranee Teapthong 

Judeth Barrett 

Bill Honess 

Mark and Debbie 

Sue Aston 

Cory Gregorio 

Liberato Nolasco 

Dee Pennay 

Tom Nunan 

Skye Leon 

Tim Mulcahy 

David Campbell 

Trish Annis Brown 

Tatiata Tarazona 

Bill Butler 

Adrian Mainwaring 

Waine Summerfield 

Afifa Dawalibi 

Robert Southwell 

Alfred 

Bing Eric Zhang 

Baby Charlotte 

Maribel Richards 

 

Anniversaries 

Jo Malouf 

Jess Samson 

Sylvain Virassamy 

Laurie Corliss 

Claudio Dairo Sr 

Andy Sullivan 

Peter Sargent 

 

Recently Deceased 

Yvonne Liddy 

 
We include those who are members 

of our Parish or relatives. Please email 

the parish office or click here to 

request prayers. 
 

Prayer  

Requests 

Parish News and Events 
 Rosary after Mass | First Saturday of every month. 

 

 Parish Wine and Cheese Night | First Saturday of every month—

Saturday 5 April 2025 after the 5pm Mass.  All are welcome to 

come along and mingle with fellow parishioners.  There will be a 

donation box for you to make a contribution for us to  

purchase wines, cheeses and supplies.  We also welcome  

donations of wines which can be brought in to the parish office 

during the week. We hope to see you there!  

 

 Parish Morning Tea—Sunday 13 April after the 9:30am Mass—please bring a 

plate to share. 

 

 
 

 

 

The transformative work of Caritas Australia is only possible thanks to supporters like 

you and the dedication, passion, and resilience of our local partners, who tirelessly 

work to empower communities and create brighter futures. 

 

In Vietnam, Caritas Australia’s partner programs, like I-SHINE, helped Lam, a young 

man with a disability, gain graphic design skills and start a successful freelance  

business, inspiring others to pursue their dreams. 

 

In Samoa, Caritas Australia works with Caritas Samoa to improve access to clean 

water and sanitation through initiatives like water tank installations, transforming 

health and well-being for families like Toefuata’iga’s. 

 

In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Caritas Australia partners with Caritas 

Kongolo on the Youth Capacity Strengthening Program. This initiative equipped  

Irene, a single mother, with sewing and farming skills, enabling her to support her 

family and empower others in her community. 

 

Through partnerships like these, Caritas Australia creates lasting change in  

communities across the globe. 

 

Please donate today. 

You can support Project Compassion 2025 through the  

donation boxes, envelopes or by scanning the QR code above.  

Or online at: caritas.org.au/project-compassion 

Or by calling: 1800 024 413 

https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion


 

 

Readings for the Fifth Sunday of Lent Year C 

Entrance Antiphon | Cf Psalm 42:1-2 

Give me justice, O God, 

and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 

From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, 

for you, O God, are my strength. 

 

First Reading | Isaiah 43:16-21 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord, 

who made a way through the sea, 

a path in the great waters; 

who put chariots and horse in the field 

and a powerful army, 

which lay there never to rise again, 

snuffed out, put out like a wick: 

No need to recall the past, 

no need to think about what was done before. 

See, I am doing a new deed, 

even now it comes to light; can you not see it? 

Yes, I am making a road in the wilderness, 

paths in the wilds. 

The wild beasts will honour me, 

jackals and ostriches, 

because I am putting water in the wilderness 

(rivers in the wild) 

to give my chosen people drink. 

The people I have formed for myself 

will sing my praises. 

 

Responsorial Psalm | Ps 125. R. v.3 

(R.) The Lord has done great things for us; 

we are filled with joy. 

1. When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,  

it seemed like a dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 

on our lips there were songs. (R.) 

2. The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels  

the Lord worked for them!’ 

What marvels the Lord worked for us! 

Indeed we were glad. (R.) 

3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage  

as streams in dry land. 

Those who are sowing in tears 

will sing when they reap. (R.) 

4. They go out, they go out, full of tears,  

carrying seed for the sowing: 

they come back, they come back, full of song, 

carrying their sheaves. (R.) 

Second Reading | Philippians 3:8-14 

I believe nothing can happen that will outweigh the 

supreme advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

For him I have accepted the loss of everything, and I 

look on everything as so much rubbish if only I can have 

Christ and be given a place in him. I am no longer 

trying for perfection by my own efforts, the perfection 

that comes from the Law, but I want only the perfection 

that comes through faith in Christ, and is from God and 

based on faith. All I want is to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and to share his sufferings by 

reproducing the pattern of his death. That is the way I 

can hope to take my place in the resurrection of the 

dead. Not that I have become perfect yet: I have not 

yet won, but I am still running, trying to capture the prize 

for which Christ Jesus captured me. I can assure you my 

brothers, I am far from thinking that I have already won. 

All I can say is that I forget the past and I strain ahead 

for what is still to come; I am racing for the finish, for the 

prize to which God calls us upwards to receive in Christ 

Jesus. 

Gospel Acclamation | Joel 2:12-13 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

With all your heart turn to me, 

for I am tender and compassionate. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

 

Gospel | John 8:1-11 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak he 

appeared in the Temple again; and as all the people 

came to him, he sat down and began to teach them. 

The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman along who 

had been caught committing adultery; and making her 

stand there in full view of everybody, they said to Jesus, 

‘Master, this woman was caught in the very act of 

committing adultery, and Moses has ordered us in the 

Law to condemn women like this to death by stoning. 

What have you to say?’ They asked him this as a test, 

looking for something to use against him. But Jesus bent 

down and started writing on the ground with his finger. 

As they persisted with their question, he looked up and 

said, ‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him 

be the first to throw a stone at her.’ Then he bent down 

and wrote on the ground again. When they heard this 

they went away one by one, beginning with the eldest, 

until Jesus was left alone with the woman, who 

remained standing there. He looked up and said, 

‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 

you?’ ‘No one, sir,’ she replied. ‘Neither do I condemn 

you,’ said Jesus ‘go away, and don’t sin any more.’ 

Communion Antiphon | John 8:10-11 

Has no one condemned you, woman? No one, Lord. 

Neither shall I condemn you. From now on, sin no more. 

 

Source: Liturgy Help © 2024 



 

 

  
 



 

 

Community Notices 
 

 Sunday 13 April 2025 | Palm Sunday Rally: Say Yes to Refugees 

Vinnies supports refugees and asylum seekers still stuck on temporary visas for a decade. Thousands can't 

seek our permanent protection in a fair and timely way. Join Vinnies to call for an end to this injustice at 

1pm on Sunday 13 April in Civic Square. Anglican Bishop Mark Short and a Canberra refugee will speak at 

the rally. Tim.Mckenna@vinnies-cg.org.au 

 

 Monday 14 April 2025 | Chrism Mass 5pm St Christopher’s Cathedral 

CHRISM MASS – Join the Archbishop and the Clergy of the Archdiocese on Monday 14 April at 5.00pm in 

St Christopher’s Cathedral, Forrest for this most beautiful Holy Week Mass.  It is in this Mass that the Holy 

Oils used in the various Sacramental Rites of the Church are blessed and consecrated.  Everyone is most 

welcome. 

 
 Wednesday 16 April | Catholic Connect 5:30PM-7:00PM 

The ANU Catholic Society is excited to announce a new networking and mentorship program for Catholic 

students, graduates, and young professionals in Canberra. We are currently looking for Catholic profes-

sionals who are interested in volunteering as mentors. Information Session: Wednesday 16 April, 5:30-

7:00PM at John XXIII College, ANU for those interested. Contact: anucathsoc@gmail.com  
    

 19 May 2025  | Jubilee of Families European Pilgrimage 

St Peter's Parish, Pambula, together with Fr George Ogah invite you to join our Jubilee of Families Europe-

an Pilgrimage. In this dedicated jubilee year, be inspired to encounter the pathways of some of the 

Church's greatest saints. 19 May-4 June, 2025.   Contact pambula@cg.org.au for more information.  

 

 24 May 2025  | MenAlive Recharge 

When: Saturday 24 May (2.00pm to 5.30pm) followed by rosary, Mass and a shared meal 

 Where: Mary Help of Christians Parish, South Woden, 115 Hodgson Cres, Pearce ACT 

 Cost: Nothing. Let’s come together, renew our faith, and encourage one another to respond to the  

 great need. Contact Mat at 0438446489 or Fr Emil at 0414 523 036. 

mailto:Tim.Mckenna@vinnies-cg.org.au
mailto:anucathsoc@gmail.com
mailto:pambula@cg.org.au


 

 



 

 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

CONNECT WITH US 

Parish Priest: Fr Troy Bobbin  

E: troy.bobbin@cg.org.au 

 

Assistant Priest: Fr Eden Langlands 

E: eden.langlands@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Office and Presbytery 

93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph:  6242 9622 

Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Parish Manager: Theivani Evers 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

P: 0472 921 518 

 

Parish Secretary: Jovina John Britto                        

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

 

Office Support: Chris Konik-Rose 

E:officesupport@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose  

E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Alison Weeks 

E: alisonmweeks@bigpond.com  

 

 

 
Download our parish app: Pocket Parish from App 

Store or Google Play. 

First Collection (Supporting all priests of the Archdiocese) 

1.  BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00029248  Acc Name: Central Presbytery Fund  Ref: Gungahlin and Surname 

2.  Tap and Go machines or Qkr! 

 

Second Collection (For the upkeep of our parish, staff salaries, parish loans, liturgical needs etc) 

1.      Click on  https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/ 

2.   Direct Credit:   BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701  Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish 

3.  Tap and Go machines or Qkr! 

Parish Groups 
 

Craft Group | Beth Forshaw 

Mondays 1:00pm Parish Office 
 

St Vincent de Paul | Drazen Roginic President  

P: 0401 669 301 |  E: Drazen.Roginic@vinnies.org.au  
 

Call to Connect | Maureen Hilton | M: 0431 123 465 
 

Holy Spirit Prayer Group | Kathy Torcasio 0401 920 028 

Wednesdays at 7:30pm in the church  

 

Social Justice Group | Peter Peterson   

E: socialjustice.hsp@gmail.com 
 

Legion of Mary | Marie Lazaro 0415 302 319 
 

Focolare Families Group | Anna  0416 668 985  

E: focolareamaroo@gmail.com 
 

Youth Ministry | E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Care Group| Vacant—please contact Parish Office 
 

Community Garden Group| Parish Office 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

St Francis Xavier Social Group 

Greg Farrugia 0412 299 549 gjvita@gmail.com  

Gabrielle O'Kane 0417 464 216 okane.hall@gmail.com  

Why We Do  
The Things We Do 

 

Why do we baptise at the Easter vigil? 

 

 The Church's greatest celebration of the year, held 

on the eve of Easter Sunday, marks the victory of 

Christ over sin and death and our sharing in the life 

of God. In the early Church it was at this celebration 

that 'newcomers' were baptised. Although today a 

person may be baptised a Catholic at other times of 

the year, the newcomer's decision to reject sin and 

embrace the new life of Christ makes Easter a highly 

appropriate time for baptism. Since the Easter vigil is 

the climax of the year for the parish community, it is 

fitting that it also be the climax of the newcomer's 

journey of faith into the Catholic community.  
 

© The Story Source, 1993  
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