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  7-8 January 2023                                                                         The Epiphany of the Lord| Year A 

Holy Spirit Amaroo 

 

Monday  

No Mass 

Office closed 

 

Tuesday  

9:15am Mass 

 

Wednesday  

7am Mass 

 

Thursday  

9:15am Mass 

 

Friday  

7am Mass 

 

Saturday  

4:30pm Reconciliation 

5:00pm Mass 

 

Sunday  

8:00am Mass 

9:30am Mass  

St Francis Xavier Hall 
 

No Mass on 8 January 2023 

Cycle will begin on  

22 January 2023 

The word Epiphany means to reveal or to make known. This Sunday, these 

strangers whom we call kings, who were led and drawn by the light of star to come 

and do homage to Jesus. They arrive with strange gifts as they bend low and kneel 

in front of the King of Kings. These kings from far off lands are humbled in the 

presence of Jesus. The birth of Jesus is no longer meant just for the People of Israel, 

but for the whole human race. 

People reacted differently to the birth of Jesus. The shepherds recognised one of 

their own in that animal shed; someone who would later say of himself, ‘I am the 

Good Shepherd.’ The kings, too saw one like themselves; someone would later say 

of himself, ‘Yes, I am a King.’ Herod, however who was a powerful and influential 

king was worried, anxious and even threatened by this child. It was Jesus who had 

the real power, not Herod 

Angels came and told the shepherds where Jesus was to be found. The kings 

followed the light of a star that led to Jesus. Today, we experience God in far more 

ordinary ways. God continues to break and burst into our world and our lives in 

many different ways. We have to be looking for them or else we will miss them. An 

act of kindness, compassion or generosity from someone reminds us that God is 

with us. A silent hand on our shoulder when we are struggling can reveal God to 

us. An apology made and a hand offered as a sign of peace; these are all small 

daily epiphanies. These are the ways and times that God continues to break into 

our world time and time again each and every day. The feast of the epiphany of 

the Lord is not about something that just happened along ago – this great feast 

reminds us to look for and find God within and around us. 

The Irish poet Patrick Kavanagh wrote that God is in the bits and pieces of every 

day. The ways we experience God are not always in loud and dramatic ways. 

God often just whispers to us gently and nudges us to hear something, notice 

something or do something. We have to be looking and searching for these signs 

or we will miss them. We have to be listening or we will miss the whisper. 

The kings had the wisdom and courage to follow the star wherever it led them. 

Today in my own daily life, do I have the courage, wisdom and faith to let God 

guide and direct me? 

On this great feast of the Epiphany of our Lord, we pray for ourselves and all 

people of good will who are searching for God. May we have the light of faith to 

guide us through the ordinary events of our daily lives.   Michael Moore OMI 

While we farewelled Fr Mark and Fr Thonn this week, we 

would like to warmly welcome Fr Troy and Fr Eden at the 

Holy Spirit Parish.  

We are glad to have you as a part of our Church. May 

God enrich our lives together as we worship and serve 

Him.   

Our new appointed Priests will be celebrating Masses this 

coming weekend. 

 

This Weekend’s Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6, Matthew 2:1-12 



 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped to prepare for our 

Advent and Christmas liturgies. This includes the 

musicians and singers, cleaners, the grounds 

maintenance group, counters, PPC decorations team, 

and everyone who helped set up the Church for our 

special Masses that touch so many lives in ways that we 

will never know. Thank you to the people who 

responded to the invitation to share their gifts in the 

many and varied Ministries.  

Please keep the 

following individuals in 

prayer….. 

 

For those who are sick 

Jim Banks 

Diego Castaneda 

Dorrell Hogan 

Rhonda Lipton 

Grant 

Alan Demascus 

Gowri Shivasabesan 

Kathy Morris 

Juana Iris Gvevara  

Sandra Cortez  

Priscila Adriano 

Elisabeth Faith O’Connell 

Alex Yap 

Caitlin Wigglesworth 
 

Recently Deceased 

Jordan Sulkowski 

Simone 

Elizabeth Fritzi 

Luningning Arcinas  

 
Anniversaries 

 
We include those who are 

members of our Parish or 

relatives. Please email contact 

the parish office or click here to 

request prayers. 

Prayer  

Requests 

An Epiphany Prayer 
 

May we each day open 

the window of our worlds, 

inviting the fresh Light of 

Epiphany to flood us with 

hope, to bring us fresh 

insight and to fill us with 

grateful joy.  

May we see the world 

around us with new 

creation eyes, filled with 

potential and brimming 

with promise. 

 

Amen 

Children’s Sacramental Program 2023 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
For children in Year 6 and above wishing to receive the Sacrament of 

Confirmation in 2023.  Information sessions will be held on  
Tuesday 14 February at the church.   

 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated  9, 10, 11 May 2023. 

Enrolment link: https://forms.gle/oGMZ2GXVxi477pos9  
 

Sacraments of First Eucharist and Reconciliation 
For children in Year 3 and above wishing to receive the Sacraments of First  
Eucharist and Reconciliation in 2023.  Information sessions will be held on  

Tuesday 20 June at the church.   
 

Celebration of First Reconciliation 
Week of 21 –24 August 

 
Celebration of First Eucharist 

At Masses on weekends 
9-10 September and 16-17 September 

 
For more details please visit our website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au or  

Contact the REC at school. 

 
May God’s love light your way and lead you into 

a new year that shines with His special joy. 

Wishing everyone a Happy and Blessed year 

ahead! 

The Parish Office Team 

 

 

Pope Francis Monthly Prayer 

Intentions January 2023 

 

For educators 

 

We pray that educators may be 

credible witnesses, teaching 

fraternity rather than competition 

and helping the youngest and 

most vulnerable above all.  

https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://forms.gle/oGMZ2GXVxi477pos9


 

 

Parish News and Activities  

Advent 

Reconciliation 

 

TUESDAY 20 DECEMBER 

7:00PM 

As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us give thanks for all we 

hold dear: our health, our family and our friends. Let us release our 

grudges, our anger and our pains, for these are nothing but 

binding chains. Let us live each day in the most loving ways, the 

God-conscious way. Let us serve all who are in need, regardless 

of race, colour or creed. Let us keep God of our own 

understanding in our hearts and to chant God's name each day. 

Let us lead the world from darkness to light, from falsehood to 

truth and from wrong to right. Let us remember that we are all 

one, embracing all, discriminating against none. May your year 

be filled with peace, prosperity and love. May God's blessings 

shower upon you and bestow upon each of you a bright, healthy 

and peaceful new year.  

       - Rev. Marcy Sheremetta  

Pray the Rosary  
 

Rosary with Legion of Mary - we will pray the Rosary on the first Saturday of each month 

after 5:00 Mass. Please join us this coming Saturday 7 January. 
 

 

 

The Congregation of Mary Queen of Peace 

 

You are invited to attend and celebrate the Mass of the Presentation of the Lord - which is the Feast 

Day of our Community, The Sisters of Mary Queen of Peace in Canberra. This is a very special day for 

us because we renew our vows on this day during the Mass. The Mass will be celebrated by the 

Nuncio, His Excellency Most Rev. Charles Daniel Balvo who will concelebrate with Monsignor John 

Baptist Itaruma and other Priests 

Date and time:  Sunday 29 January 2023 at 6pm. Mass will be followed by dinner. 

Address: 9 Lucy Beeton Crescent, BONNER, ACT 2914 

We look forward to welcoming you on this joyous occasion. 

If you can attend, please contact Sr Kim by: email: queenofpeace.nvhb@gmail.com or 

kimhoa30@hotmail.com or Mobile: 0434173479. 

New Year’s Prayer For a Fresh Start  

Church in Australia mourns death of Pope Benedict XVI  
Together with so many around the world, the Catholic Archdiocese of Canberra and 

Goulburn mourns the death of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, Joseph Ratzinger (1927-

2022). 

He is remembered as a towering Catholic theologian and professor, a close 

collaborator of St (Pope) John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI (2005 – 2013), and for his 

resignation in 2013. 

For Australians, we will recall with affection his hosting as Pope of World You Day in 

Sydney (2008). 

May he rest in peace. Amen        Catholic Voice   

A food for thought  

Let us make sure that we are: 

*actively worshiping Jesus at Mass with the gold of our love, the myrrh of our humility 

and the frankincense of our adoration; * giving a new direction to our lives. Just as 

the Magi chose another route to return to their homes, let us choose a better way of 

life, abstaining from proud, unjust, and impure thoughts, words, and actions, evil 

habits, and selfish behaviour; * becoming stars leading others to Jesus, as the star 

led the Magi to Jesus. Let us remove the darkness of the evil around us by radiating 

the light of Jesus’ love through selfless service, unconditional forgiveness, and compassionate care.  



 

 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

CONNECT WITH US 

Parish Priest: Fr Troy Bobbin  

Assistant Priest: Fr Eden Langlands  

 

Parish Office and Presbytery 

93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph:  6242 9622 

Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Parish Assistant: Theivani Evers 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

P: 0472 921 518 

 

Parish Secretary: Magda Baraniecki  

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

 

Office Support: Anne Smart  

E:officesupport@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose  

E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au  

 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Steve Seesink 

E: stephen.seesink@gmail.com  

Download our parish app: Pocket Parish from App 

Store or Google Play. 

Online Mass Contribution (First and Second Collections combined) 

We encourage you to continue to support our parish by making contributions to our First and Second Collections 

online.  Follow the steps below to make a secure online donation. 

1.      Click on  https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/ 

2.      Select Biller Code 1002872 – Mass Contribution 

3.      Enter your payment details. 

Parish Bank Account Details   

BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701  Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish 

Parish Groups 

 

Craft Group | Beth Forshaw 

Mondays 1:30pm Parish Office 

 

St Vincent de Paul | Maria Stark—Regional President  

P: 0468 992 034 

E: maria.stark@vinnies.org.au  

 

Call to Connect | Anne Smart  

M: 0415 175 802 

 

Reflecting on Scripture | Fortnightly on Tuesdays 

Alison Weeks alisonmweeks@bigpond.com or  

Jim Corrigan: mjet@grapevine.com.au  

 

Social Justice Group | Peter Petersen   

E: socialjustice.hsp@gmail.com 

 

Legion of Mary | Grace Magbutay 

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Young Adult Ministry| Frances Dinn 

E: frances_1406@hotmail.com 

 

Care Group| Sonja Vocisano 

P: 0438 699 591 

 

Community Garden Group| Parish Office 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

1. Epiphany of a Sunday school boy: A little boy 

returned from Sunday school with a new perspective 

on the Christmas story. He had learned all about the 

Wise Men from the East who brought gifts to the Baby 

Jesus. He was so excited that he could hardly wait to 

tell his parents. As soon as he arrived home, he 

immediately began, “I learned all about the very First 

Christmas in Sunday school today! There wasn’t a Santa 

Claus way back then, so these three skinny guys on 

camels had to deliver all the toys!” He further 

continued, “And Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer with 

his nose so bright also wasn’t there yet, so they had to 

have this big spotlight in the sky to find their way 

around!”  

 

2. A husband asked his wife, “Why would God give the 

wise men a star to guide them?” She replied, “Because 

God knows men are too proud to ask directions.”  

The Joke of the week  

http://holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/
https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au

