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  17-18 December 2022                                                               Fourth Sunday of Advent | Year A 

Holy Spirit Amaroo 
 

Monday 19 December 

No Mass 

Office closed 
 

Tuesday 20 December 

9:15am Mass 

7:00pm Reconciliation 

Service 
 

Wednesday 21 December 

7:00am Mass 
 

Thursday 22 December 

9:15am Mass 

 

Friday 23 December 

7:00am Mass 

 

Saturday 24 December 

6:00pm Mass 

8:30pm Carols 

9:00pm Mass 

 

Sunday 25 December 

9:00am Mass  

St Francis Xavier Hall 
 

Saturday 24 December 

7:00pm Carols  

7:30pm Mass 

God With Us 

All four candles on the Advent wreath are brightly shining. The anticipation for 

Christmas is growing more intense. As the shopping centres get busier, the parties 

become more frequent, and the carols are sung louder and louder, how do we 

stay grounded in the quiet waiting of this season? 

  

One way to stay centred in the spirit of Advent is to reflect on a single 

word: Emmanuel, which literally means “God with us”. In one night, in one small 

child, in a humble stable, God came among all people in the most intimate way 

possible – as one of us. God, right here in our midst! 

  

Emmanuel in our joy. 

Emmanuel in our suffering. 

Emmanuel in our celebration. 

Emmanuel in our loneliness. 

Emmanuel in our song. 

Emmanuel in our silence. 

Emmanuel in our work and school. 

Emmanuel in our home. 

  

God is with us in everything and through everything! 

  

In these final days of Advent, it can be very difficult to keep a sense of quiet and 

prayer with so much seasonal activity going on. Think about all the ways God is 

truly with you this week. Think about the ways you can make God’s presence 

known to those around you. Think about the ways you can keep the spirit of  

Advent alive even as everything around you speaks of Christmas. 

  

What puts me at arm’s length from God? What keeps me from seeing and touching 

the goodness of God each day? What final preparations do I need to make within 

myself for the coming of Christmas?  What can I do this week to let others know 

that God is with them? 

  

How can you decorate your Christmas tree this year in a way that keeps Christ at 

the centre of all of the season’s activity? Be creative as you think about the  

spiritual symbolism of your own tree. - www.gpbs.com.au 

This Weekend’s Readings: Isaiah 7:10-14, Romans 1;1-7, Matthew 1:18-24 

For those of you who are travelling and won’t be with us this Christmas,  
we wish you and your family a joyous and Holy Christmas.   

May the peace of Christ live in our hearts and homes, our neighbourhood  
and our world. 

We thank you for your support throughout 2022. 



 

 

Farewell gift and messages for  

Fr Mark and Fr Thonn  

Fr Mark will be leaving to Cooma and Fr Thonn will be 

going to Moruya in the first week of January.  Please 

write your messages for them and leave them in the 

folders in the foyer.   

 

As a parish, we would like to give Fr Mark and Fr Thonn some Westfield or Eftpos 

vouchers for them to buy anything they need for their new homes (we have  

already identified they many need bedding, towels, glassware to name a few).   

If you would like to make a contribution, please leave your donation in the box 

near the farewell books or alternatively you can use the parish bank account  

(BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701 Reference: Fr Mark or Fr Thonn.  

Please keep the 

following individuals in 

prayer….. 

 

For those who are sick 

Jim Banks 

Diego Castaneda 

Dorrell Hogan 

Rhonda Lipton 

Grant 

Alan Demascus 

Gowri Shivasabesan 

Kathy Morris 

Juana Iris Gvevara  

Sandra Cortez  

Priscila Adriano 

Elisabeth Faith O’Connell 

Alex Yap 

Caitlin Wigglesworth 

 

Recently Deceased 

Gabrielle Froome 

David Croke 

Walter Schranz 

Bernadette Quines 

 

Anniversaries 

 
We include those who are 

members of our Parish or 

relatives. Please email contact 

the parish office or click here to 

request prayers. 

 

Prayer  

Requests 

Christmas Gift 
Suggestions 

 
To your enemy, forgiveness.  
To an opponent, tolerance. 

To a friend, your heart. 
To a customer, service. 

To all, charity. 
To every child,  

a good example. 
To yourself, respect. 

 Parish Office opening hours over the holiday  -  The Parish Office will be 

closed the week between Christmas and New Year and will re-open on 

Tuesday 3 January 2023 for reduced hours.  We can be contacted via 

email at office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au. Alternatively, please leave a 

message and we will return your call as soon as possible. 

 

 No Weekday Masses -  Due to the changeover of priests, there will not be 

weekday Masses from Tuesday 27 December—Friday 6 January 2023.  

Weekday Masses will resume on Tuesday 10 January 2023. If you would like 

to volunteer to lead a liturgy service, please contact Theivani asap as we 

would like to publish this information in the Christmas bulletin.  

Children’s Sacramental Program 2023 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
For children in Year 6 and above wishing to receive the Sacrament of 

Confirmation in 2023.  Information sessions will be held on  
Tuesday 14 February at the church.   

 
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated  9, 10, 11 May 2023. 

Enrolment link: https://forms.gle/oGMZ2GXVxi477pos9  
 

Sacraments of First Eucharist and Reconciliation 
For children in Year 3 and above wishing to receive the Sacraments of First  
Eucharist and Reconciliation in 2023.  Information sessions will be held on  

Tuesday 20 June at the church.   
 

Celebration of First Reconciliation 
Week of 21 –24 August 

 
Celebration of First Eucharist 

At Masses on weekends 
9-10 September and 16-17 September 

 
For more details please visit our website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au or  

Contact the REC at school. 

Parish Office and  

Holiday Mass Schedule  

https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://forms.gle/oGMZ2GXVxi477pos9


 

 

Christmas Mass Times 
 
 

Tuesday 20 December 2022 

 7:00pm Reconciliation Service 

 
Saturday 24 December 2022 | Christmas Eve 

 6:00pm Children’s Nativity Mass 

 8:30pm Carols 

 9:00pm Christmas Eve Mass 

 
Sunday 25 December 2022 | Christmas Day 

 9:00am Christmas Day Mass 

 
St Francis Xavier Hall 

 7:00pm  Carols and Christmas Eve Mass 

Advent and Christmas  

 Donating to St Vincent de Paul  Christmas Appeal 

envelopes are available in the foyer. 

 

 Parish Advent Giving  -  Fr Mark’s Special Appeal 

A big thank you to everyone who have made a contribution to 

this special appeal.   

This weekend is the last opportunity we have to collect your 

generous donations to bring some Christmas cheer to some of 

our parish families who are doing it tough at the moment.  

 

You can donate online https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/

holyspirit or normal parish bank account (BSB: 062 786   Acc 

Number: 00010701 Reference: Parish Advent Giving) or use envelopes available in the foyer and 

place it in the Wooden Box or collection baskets. 

Children’s Christmas 
Nativity  

at 6:00pm Christmas Eve 
 

It is not too late!  

We still need you! 
Please complete the form in the 

foyer, 
online https://forms.gle/iAbkVX5kMWk7BoSJA    

       Practice times as follows:  

 Friday 23 December 9:00am-11am 

 Saturday 24 December 9:00am-11am 
 

 

Advent 

Reconciliation 

 

TUESDAY 20 DECEMBER 

7:00PM 

giving 

Hamper Deliveries! 
 

Come along to Mass this weekend ready 

to collect a couple of hampers to deliver 

to Gungahlin families. 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/holyspirit
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/holyspirit
https://forms.gle/iAbkVX5kMWk7BoSJA


 

 

Getting ready for  
Christmas…. 

Wilkinson-Elford Family 

Smart Family 



 

 

Engstrom Family 

Our tree goes up the 

first week of Advent. 

Johnson Family #1 

Can you spot the Australian animals and two  

Disney characters in this pic? - Frances Dinn 



 

 

Nolan Family 

Decorating, baking cookies and sipping wine—Bryant Family 

Christmas Village—Holland Family 



 

 

Ornaments from around the world—
Morris Family 

Corrigan Family 

Ward Family 

Berry Family 



 

 

Jesus is the reason for the season—Baraniecki Family 

Creatively decorated by 
Seannon, this tree has two 
naughty elves sitting on 
it—Battilana Family   

Christmas in Watson 



 

 

I love this  Nativity set because it brings so much joy to the children. The best thing 

about it is that Ridge and Rynel play with the characters all the time.  Rynel usually  

takes "Baby Jesus" and just holds it with him around the house...—Ruiz Family 

Johnson Family #2 



 

 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

CONNECT WITH US 

Parish Priest: Fr Mark Croker 

Assistant Priest: Fr Anthony (Fr Thonn) Riosa, SSS. 

 

Parish Office and Presbytery 

93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph:  6242 9622 

Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Parish Assistant: Theivani Evers 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

P: 0472 921 518 
 

Parish Secretary: Magda Baraniecki  

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  
 

Office Support: Anne Smart  

E:officesupport@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose  

E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au  
 

Sacramental Coordinator: Katrina Battilana 

E: sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Youth Minister: Paris Morris 

E: youth@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Steve Seesink 

E: stephen.seesink@gmail.com  

Download our parish app: Pocket Parish from App 

Store or Google Play. 

Online Mass Contribution (First and Second Collections combined) 

We encourage you to continue to support our parish by making contributions to our First and Second Collections 

online.  Follow the steps below to make a secure online donation. 

1.      Click on  https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/ 

2.      Select Biller Code 1002872 – Mass Contribution 

3.      Enter your payment details. 

Parish Bank Account Details   

BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701  Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish 

Parish Groups 
 

Craft Group | Beth Forshaw 

Mondays 1:30pm Parish Office 
 

St Vincent de Paul | Maria Stark—Regional President  

P: 0468 992 034 

E: maria.stark@vinnies.org.au  
 

Call to Connect | Anne Smart  

M: 0415 175 802 
 

Reflecting on Scripture | Fortnightly on Tuesdays 

Alison Weeks alisonmweeks@bigpond.com or  

Jim Corrigan: mjet@grapevine.com.au  
 

 

Social Justice Group | Peter Petersen   

E: socialjustice.hsp@gmail.com 
 

Legion of Mary | Grace Magbutay 

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Youth Ministry | Paris Morris 

E: youth@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Young Adult Ministry| Frances Dinn 

E: frances_1406@hotmail.com 
 

Care Group| Sonja Vocisano 

P: 0438 699 591 
 

Community Garden Group| Parish Office 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

An Advent Prayer 

 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

ever faithful to your promises and 

ever close to your Church: the 

earth rejoices in hope of the 

Savior's coming and looks forward 

with longing to his return at the 

end of time. Prepare our hearts 

and remove the sadness that 

hinders us from feeling the joy 

and hope which his presence will 

bestow, for he is Lord for ever and 

ever. 

 Amen. 

 One week a Sunday school teacher had just finished  

telling her class the Christmas story, how Mary and Joseph 

went to Bethlehem and how Jesus was born in a stable and 

laid in a manger. After telling the story the teacher asked, 

"Who do you think the most important woman in the Bible 

is?" Of course, the teacher was expecting one of the kids to 

say, "Mary." But instead, a little boy raised his hand and said, 

"Eve." So the teacher asked him why he thought Eve was 

the most important woman in the Bible.And the little boy 

replied, ’Well, they named two days of the year after Eve. 

You know, Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve; 

 

 A teacher in a primary school asked her class, ‘What was 

Jesus’ mother’s name?’ ’Mary’ child replied. The teacher 

then asked, ‘Can anyone tell me Jesus’ father's name?’ A 

pupil replied ‘I know, it’s Verge.’ Confused, the teacher 

asked, 'Where did you get that from?’ The child replied, 

‘Well you know, they are always talking bout “Verge and 

Mary”.’ 

http://holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/
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