
 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Parish 
93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo ACT and 220 Victoria St, Hall ACT 

Supporting and supported by Holy Spirit, Good Shepherd,  

Mother Teresa Primary Schools and St John Paul II College 

Email:  office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au                                                                                   Parish website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

TODAY’S READINGS 

 

  20-21 August 2022                                                               21st Sunday in Ordinary Time | Year C 

Holy Spirit Amaroo 
 

Monday  

Office closed 
 

Tuesday  

9:15am Mass 

  

Wednesday 

7:00am Mass 
 

Thursday 

9:15am Mass 

 

Friday 

 7:00am Mass 

 

Saturday 

4:30pm Reconciliation 

5:00pm Vigil Mass 
 

Sunday  

8:00am Mass 

9:30am Mass  

 

St Francis Xavier Hall 
 

Sunday Mass 

8:30am  

2nd and 4th Sunday of 

each month 

Readings: Isaiah 66:18-21, Hebrews 12:5-7, 11:13, Luke 13: 22-30 

Entrance Antiphon: Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the servant 

who trusts in you, my God.  Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 

the day long. 

Responsorial Psalm:  Go out to all the world and tell the Good News. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! I am the way, the truth, and life, 

says the Lord; no one comes to the Father, except through me. Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O 

Lord; you bring forth the bread from the earth and wine to cheer the heart. 

- Liturgy Help 

Open the Door for Us! 
 

Is there an end to God’s love for us? Scripture and tradition say no. God is 

love by definition. And God is infinite, also by definition. So, the boundaries of 

divine love would be impossible to circumscribe. 

  

The question often hidden behind the query is: is there an end to our chances 

to be with God forever? The answer to that seems to be yes. Or, as a local 

priest often says in his homilies, “Hey, time forecloses”.  Time is among the first 

creatures God made to serve the divine purpose. Time and space make up 

the matrix that enables the rest of creation to exist. Yet Scripture tells us that 

all of creation, time and space included, will one day be rolled up like a  

carpet. Entering eternity necessitates the abandonment of time. 

  

Time does foreclose. The door which has stood open since the dawn of the 

first day will one day be shut. Now’s the time to choose the rich embrace of 

God’s companionship and desire. If we choose to be strangers to this love, 

God will not insist. 

  

Would people describe you as a loving person? How do you show your love 

to God and to others? 

  

Open the door on love. Love generously, even when you’re not loved back. 

Put your love to work for people who will never meet you. Make your love an 

invitation for others to pursue you.  

- www.gpbs.com.au 

Anointing Mass 
 

Thursday 25 August 2022 at 9:15am 

Followed by Morning Tea. 

 

All Are Welcome! 



 

 

Use your gift! 
 

‘God has given each of you a gift.’ 1 Peter 4:10 

 

The Bible says: ‘God has given each of you a gift from His 

great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one  

another. Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as 

though God Himself were speaking through you. Do you 

have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength 

and energy that God supplies. Then everything you do will 

bring glory to God.’ (1 Peter 4:10–11 NLT) 

 

Some people think that you must have an epiphany, a  

Damascus Road experience such as Paul had, in order to 

know you are ‘called’. No, the gift God gave you is the key 

to knowing what He wants you to do. You can’t always be 

what you want to be, but you can be what God calls you 

to be. What do you love doing, and do well? Is music your 

forté? Crunching numbers? Working with kids?  

‘The Spirit has given each of us 

a special way of serving.’  

(1 Corinthians 12:7 CEV)  

That means some of the things 

other people find boring will actually energise and enrich you. 

 

The Bible says that God is building a ‘spiritual house’. (1 Peter 2:5 KJV) 

And there is a place for you in it. That dispels the misconception that 

you’re not valuable because you don’t have the same talents other 

people do. It also defines your actual responsibility by doing away with 

the myth that you’re supposed to do everything. Your goal should be to 

stay within the boundaries of God’s plan for you (see 1 Corinthians 

12:27). So today, instead of apologising for skills you don’t have, unpack 

the gift God has given you and put it to work. 

The Word For Today—vision.org.au  

Parish Census and Call To Ministry  
 

It is that time again for us to update our records!   

 

We ask that everyone who is in our parish, whether you are already 

signed up in ministry, to please complete our census form this week.  In 

doing this, we help ensure that all our records are correct and up to 

date.  There form can be completed here online, by clicking on the app 

or we will have paper copies at Mass this weekend. 

 

The census helps us identify who the Parish is serving, their potential 

needs based on age and status in life, and the gifts that people are  

willing to share with the Parish community. 

 

We feel more a part of a community when we actively contribute to the life of that community.  

So please think carefully about all the ways you can be involved  and how you can use your gifts 

when completing the form! 

http://vision.org.au/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScy4m3oGV7IvwWNTqEH_exlZRZZG_VqqnzX-nxxkzT9u-PrMQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScy4m3oGV7IvwWNTqEH_exlZRZZG_VqqnzX-nxxkzT9u-PrMQ/viewform


 

 

Please keep the 

following individuals in 

prayer….. 

 

For those who are sick 

Baby Aarya  

Jan Hancock 

Jim Banks 

Diego Castaneda 

Dorrell Hogan 

Rhonda Lipton 

Pat Weeks 

Antonija Pavlovic 

Raajiv 

Adrian Lim 

Paz Pinilla 

Carol Ooi 

Agustin Fernandez Alarcon 

Grant 

Alan Demascus 

Gowri Shivasabesan 

Charlie Prasad 

Jack Gibson 

Greg Maloney 

Sandra Cortes 

 

Recently Deceased 

Ruben Abello 

Neri Mesa 

Wiesia Bartkowiak 

Greg Maloney 

 

Anniversaries 

Yvonne Sixsmith 

Malcolm Johnston 

Catherine Rose 

Ghislain Chelmiah 

Severo Sabaldica 

 
We include those who are 

members of our Parish or 

relatives. Please email contact 

the parish office or click here to 

request prayers. 

 

Prayer  

Requests 

 19-21 August Marriage Enrichment Weekend via Zoom 

 Married couples, are invited to attend a live Marriage Encounter 

 weekend from the comfort of their own home. Conducted via zoom, 

 the weekend starts at 7PM on Friday 19th August and concludes with 

 Mass at 4PM on Sunday 21 August. 

 Book online at www.wwme.org.au or contact Mercy & James 

 Bvirakare on 0409 183 676 or vicbooking@wwme.org.au  

  22 August Natural Fertility Awareness Week 

 A free webinar entitled "Fertility Literacy in the Digital World ~ the best 

 use of fertility tracking apps". Online Monday 22nd August at 7.30-

 8.30pm. Presenters from NZ, Australia and Mexico will review 3 fertility 

 tracking apps. “This is knowledge of her body every woman ought to 

 have”… Dr. Evelyn Billings. 

 Enquiries: Joanne Widdup 0414 165 848 Registration details on Billings 

 Life webpage. https://www.billings.life/en/ or  

 Facebook: https://fb.me/e/1OMLh9IHI 

 28 October Women’s Taskforce Annual Dinner 

 The Archdiocese Catholic Women’s Taskforce annual fundraising 

 dinner October 28th 6.30 pm, Woden Southern Cross Club. Guest 

 speaker is Dr Ursula Stephens, Former Senator and CEO Australian 

 Catholic Safeguarding Limited. Funds raised go to MacKillop House, a 

 place of safety for women and children in need. Earlybird tickets $65. 

 Book via https://womenstaskforceacg.org or call 0487388873. 

Upcoming Events 

Reflecting on the Sunday Gospel  
 

Every week we receive a reading 

from the Gospel and a homily 

about its meaning in our lives.   

Every three years we hear the same 

reading again.  How often do you 

wonder about what you have 

heard and think about following it 

up? Or reading it for yourself? 

 

You are invited to join parishioners 

who are gathering to reflect on the 

Sunday readings on Tuesday evenings at 7 pm in the Parish meeting 

room. 

 

Each week we will read and reflect on the Gospel from the previous  

Sunday, along with a commentary provided by eminent scripture schol-

ars, including  Fr Michael Fallon and Sr Mary Coloe.   

 

Everyone is welcome.   

We will share together our inspirations and ideas in a respectful, support-

ive environment.  

 

If you think you are interested and  would like to receive the readings 

and the commentary each week, please contact Alison on:  

alisonmweeks@bigpond.com or Jim on: mjet@grapevine.com.au  

https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.wwme.org.au/
mailto:vicbooking@wwme.org.au
https://www.billings.life/en/
https://fb.me/e/1OMLh9IHI
https://womenstaskforceacg.org/
mailto:alisonmweeks@bigpond.com
mailto:mjet@grapevine.com.au


 

 

Caring for Creation Conference – Saturday, 17 September 2022 – 10am – 5pm 
 

We are pleased to announce that Registrations are now open for the Caring for Creation 

Conference to be held at St John Paul II College on Saturday, 17 September. Early bird 

price is $30 and includes refreshment, lunch and snacks. 

Please join us – young and old. You will meet new people, hear new ideas, learn more 

about Pope Francis’s Laudato Si’ document and ‘just what a Laudato Si’ Action Plan is’; 

ideas about how to develop your Church, Parish or School Laudato Si’ Action Plan and a 

whole lot more. 

To register, use the QR code on the flyer below. Or, if you need assistance, please email 

Maureen Hilton at maureenhilton@gmail.com 

mailto:maureenhilton@gmail.com


 

 

New Start Time for Youth Group and now 

only a gold coin contribution is required for 

food! 
 
Sundays 5pm-7pm— Gold coin donation for food 
 

 4 September 

 18 September 

 Youth Mass—Saturday 20 August at 5:00pm 
 

For more info contact Paris: 

youth@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 



 

 

Get Involved and Join Our Working Bee  
 

Saturday 20 August at 10:00am  All are welcome, you do not have to be Catholic to enjoy the 

gardens. So please invite your friends and neighbours! 

Even if you can’t help at the working bee you are welcome to come along and have a look and 

see what we are planning. 

 

This weekend we will focus on the following tasks: 

 

 Rabbit proof fencing 

 Preparing wicking beds 

 Repairing and paving greenhouse area 

 Shoveling blue metal dust onto water tank areas 

 Setting up worm farm and compost areas 

 Distribute seed trays and seed raising mix to those who want to start some seeds for us at 

home 

Do you have something at home that you can donate to us?  
 

If you have something at home that you are no longer using and it is in working condition, would 

you consider donating it to us?  We are looking for the following: 

 

 Worm farms 

 Compost Bins 

 Tools (shovel, rake, etc) 

 Seedling Pots/trays 

 Seeds or seedlings 

 

If you have something you think we may need but have not mentioned here, please contact 

Theivani at the office and have a chat - 0472 921 518 or theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au. 

Community Garden Update 

A great time was had by all at our working bee last Saturday and 

we achieved a lot with so many hands helping.  We were blessed 

with lovely weather for a few hours! 

A big thanks to all for a fun 

and productive morning! 



 

 

Look for the Lesson 
  

A guy in my men’s group greets any new challenge in his 

life by asking, “Where’s the lesson to be learned here?” 

He’ll say this when things go poorly at work, when he  

struggles with members of his family, or even when  

something tragic will happen. I admire his courage and 

resilience. There are times when I just don’t want any 

more of life’s “lessons”. But they continue to come. The 

question is what will we make of them? 

  

Saint Paul echoes my friend’s message when he says, 

“Endure your trials as discipline”. Discipline is empty if we don’t learn the lesson. If you don’t get  

chosen for a promotion, the lesson might be that other parts of your life can provide the riches you 

are seeking.  If someone slanders you, the lesson may be that it’s more important to be convinced 

inside that you are worthy than to rely on the opinions of others. 

  

I once messed up on a project at work because I had become a one-man band, asking for no help 

and accepting none that was offered. Even when I saw things falling apart, I simply held the reigns 

tighter and stayed to myself. When my failure became apparent I felt horrible. I could continue on my 

self-destructive path or do what was hard for me: ask my colleagues for help. My failure turned into a 

great blessing. 

  

So, when life’s trials, difficulties, and disappointments come your way, ask yourself, “Where’s the  

lesson?”   
www.gpbs.com.au 

First Eucharist – Question of the Week 
 
Q. Can you name the first sacrament you received? 

 

Remember to grab an answer sheet from the foyer on your way out and bring it 

back next weekend to be in the draw to win. 

New Grow Group In Gungahlin—Mental Health 
 

Grow is a 12 step program that was started by a Catholic priest father 

Con Keogh back in 1957. It is for people who are struggling with life or 

have mental health problems. It is an amazing program that has helped 

thousands of people get their life back together and go on to lead very 

fulfilling lives. It is a free program and it is very confidential. We have  

recently started a new group up in the Gungahlin area and it meets at 

the Uniting Church Gungahlin at 6pm every Thursday. The address is 108 

The Valley Avenue, Gungahlin. Anybody is welcome to attend and can 

just come along. If you would like more information about the Grow group 

you can contact Lorraine on 0412058497. If you cannot get to that group 

we have more groups in the greater Canberra area or online.  https://grow.org.au/ 

Mental pain is less dramatic than physical pain, but it is more common and also more 
hard to bear.  The frequent attempt to conceal mental pain increases the burden: It is 

easier to say ‘My tooth is aching’ than to say ‘My heart is broken.’  
- C.S.Lewis, 1940 

https://grow.org.au/


 

 

Rest In Peace Mrs Curtis 

Last Monday I celebrated the graveside funeral of Mrs Esme Curtis, 87, from Tharwa.  She was the 

mother of seven children and lived at Tharwa all her life.  The land where the cemetery lies on, was 

originally part of her family's in earlier times. 

 

Mourners without 4 wheel drive were forced to hitch a ride through the paddocks to the grave  

for the burial.  This also meant the hearse improvising, by carrying the coffin to its resting place 

courtesy of the family Land cruiser. 

 

Fr Mark  

A big thanks to all who took the 

Floriade bulbs home to care for 

them for the parish. It is now time 

to bring them back so that we 

can make our garden beautiful  

for spring.  Please return your pots 

to the garden outside the parish 

office. 

The pot that Anne Cantlie took home! Looking beautiful –thank you Anne! 

I t ’s  t ime to br ing the bu lbs back!  



 

 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

CONNECT WITH US 

Parish Priest: Fr Mark Croker 

Assistant Priest: Fr Anthony (Fr Thonn) Riosa, SSS. 

 
Parish Office and Presbytery 

93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph:  6242 9622 

Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Parish Assistant: Theivani Evers 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

P: 0472 921 518 
 

Parish Secretary: Magda Baraniecki  

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  
 

Office Support: Naomi Johnson  

E:officesupport@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose  

E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au  
 

Sacramental Coordinator: Katrina Battilana 

E: sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Youth Minister: Paris Morris 

E: youth@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Steve Seesink 

E: stephen.seesink@gmail.com  

Parish App and Parish Facebook Page 

Online Mass Contribution (First and Second Collections combined) 

We encourage you to continue to support our parish by making 

contributions to our First and Second Collections online.  Follow the 

steps below to make a secure online donation. 

1.      Click on  https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-

payments/secure-online-payments/ 

2.      Select Biller Code 1002872 – Mass Contribution 

3.      Enter your payment details. 

Parish Bank Account Details   

BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701  Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish 

Age had taken its toll on  

her body so when the local 

parish organised fitness  

classes the elderly woman 

quickly signed up.  

However, she was soon  

disappointed and quit. 

When asked what the issue 

was, she said, “It was so 

frustrating. I bent, twisted, 

gyrated, jumped up and 

down and perspired for 

more than an hour.  

But by the time I got my leotard on the class 

was over.”  

http://holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/
https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/

