
 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Parish 
93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo ACT and 220 Victoria St, Hall ACT 

Supporting and supported by Holy Spirit, Good Shepherd,  

Mother Teresa Primary Schools and St John Paul II College 

Email:  office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au                                                                                   Parish website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

TODAY’S READINGS 

 

  30-31 July 2022                                                                 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time | Year C 

Holy Spirit Amaroo 
 

Monday  

Office closed 
 

Tuesday  

9:15am Mass 

  

Wednesday 

7:00am Mass 
 

Thursday 

9:15am Mass 

 

Friday 

 7:00am Mass 

 

Saturday 

4:30pm Reconciliation 

5:00pm Vigil Mass 
 

Sunday  

8:00am Mass 

9:30am Mass  

 

St Francis Xavier Hall 
 

Sunday Mass 

8:30am  

2nd and 4th Sunday of 

each month 

Readings: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23, Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11, Luke 12:13-21 

Entrance Antiphon: O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, make haste to 

help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay. 

Responsorial Psalm:  In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! Happy the poor in spirit; the 

kingdom of heaven is theirs! Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, 

endowed with all delights and sweetness in every taste. - Liturgy Help 

If I Should Die 
 

Forget the death tax. There’s something creepier out there than what  

happens to our inheritance after we die. What’s really hair-raising is that 

everything we’re currently grappling with is going to be taken out of our 

hands, all in a moment. Between one breath in this world and the next 

dawn in the great beyond, everything we hang onto will not be “ours”  

anymore. 

  

Well, not quite everything. We do lose money, houses, cars, internet access, 

and everything in the garage and storage unit. We can’t hang onto  

popularity, prestige, or what’s on our résumés. We can’t cling to roles and 

relationships, as Jesus assures those who argue over whose wife a  

much-married woman will be in heaven. We can’t even hold onto what 

we’ll look like in eternity. But we do get to keep what we did “for the least 

of our sisters and brothers”. So, make a note: The real death tax is steep. 

Investing in the poor is the best way to make a killing. 

  

How much have you saved up in the account of things that matter to God? 

  

Assign a number to the percentage of your resources (material and  

personal) currently invested in the poor Christ. The traditional tithe is ten 

percent. Think of ways to increase your contribution or find practical ways 

to help the poor and those living on the margins. 

  

Every item of your new way of life is custom-made by the Creator, with 

God’s label on it. All the old fashions are now obsolete. www.gpbs.com.au 

Becoming Catholic 
 

Interested in  finding out about the Catholic faith or inter-

ested in becoming a Catholic?  An introduction evening 

will be held in the Parish rooms  on 10 August 2022 at 7pm.  

If you would like to find out more about the RCIA, please 

see Fr Mark or Fr Thonn or contact Theivani on  

theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au or 0472921518 

mailto:theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au


 

 

You Can’t Take It With You 

  

While visiting castle ruins on a trip to Ireland, I was awestruck: did the people who had built the 

crumbling walls all around me know that their toil, craftsmanship, and dreams would decay into 

nothingness? When the builders planned the placement of each stone and timber, did they  

picture how it would all pass into disuse? 

  

A similar feeling used to overtake me when I rode my beloved bike around town as a child. There 

was an abandoned warehouse at the end of a neglected street, once owned by a wealthy, 

powerful family. They had been the talk of the town. Now they were a sketchy memory.  Scandal, 

death, and time wore away almost every trace of their existence. 

  

That still haunts me because it immediately calls to mind my own pointless quest to accumulate a 

“me” museum. Every purchase, significant or trite, compiled room by room, is destined for ashes 

and neglect. This dark thought brings fear. Then the light comes on. God speaks to my heart,  

reminding me that a healthy dose of reality-checking now can save me from a life lived in things. I 

am pulled back to authentic living in Christ.  

www.gpbs.com.au 

 

Can you undertake an overseas mission? 
 

Churches in Africa, Asia and the Pacific are requesting Australian Catholics to join them to build the 

skills of those in their community who have had less opportunity than ourselves.  Please consider 

these Mission opportunities abroad.   

 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference provide support.  Palms Australia, who have prepared 

Australian Catholics for global mission since 1961, will ensure accommodation and a living  

allowance is provided to you during your time away.  Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742 567 to find out 

about a placement to engage your skills. 

You can also  Register for a Webinar on Monday August 1st at 7:00 pm to talk directly with a Palms’ 

partner community in Timor Leste and two Australians recently posted to work with them.  Invite 

your friends. The stories will inspire.   

Parish Council Update - Thank You Alison  
 
On behalf of the extended Parish, I wish to express gratitude to our  

outgoing Parish Chair, Alison Weeks.  In her time as a Parish Councillor  

and Parish Chair, Alison has served the Parish in a very professional 

manner.  Many initiatives have been undertaken in her time. Many 

thoughts and hopes have become a reality.  The most unique of all 

things achieved in her time as the Chair, I believe, has been the  

forging ahead to  make our app, 'Pocket Parish' a reality.  Aided by 

the generosity of John Mikita's skills, the app continues to be 

a developing asset to our Parish which will no doubt be sought by 

other parishes in the future. Alison has gone beyond the call of duty in 

the hours put into her role and has been very generous in every way to aid whatever the cause. 

Her leadership has now been noted by the Archdiocese where she has been invited to share her 

expertise.  Alison will continue in other groups and ministries in the Parish and Archdiocese which we 

are most grateful for.   

 

Thank-you Alison. 

Fr Mark, PP 

Steve Seesink, Interim PPC Chair 

https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
http://www.palms.org.au
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/assignments-abroad/
https://palms.org.au/event/celebrate-palms-return-to-global-mission/


 

 

Please keep the 

following individuals in 

prayer….. 

 

For those who are sick 

Baby Aarya  

Jan Hancock 

Jim Banks 

Diego Castaneda 

Dorrell Hogan 

Rhonda Lipton 

Pat Weeks 

Antonija Pavlovic 

Raajiv 

Adrian Lim 

Paz Pinilla 

Carol Ooi 

Agustin Fernandez Alarcon 

Grant 

Alan Demascus 

Gowri Shivasabesan 

Charlie Prasad 

 

Recently Deceased 

Pam Thornton 

 

Anniversaries 

Phillipa Weeks 

Ngaire O’Connell 

John O’Shea 

 

 
We include those who are 

members of our Parish or 

relatives. Please email contact 

the parish office or click here to 

request prayers. 

 

Prayer  

Requests 

 Saturday 30 Jul 2022—10am—2pm AEST—Mindfulness & Meditation 

online via Zoom.  We invite you to bring an open mind and heart to 

journey with others and within one self.  This day is led by Paola 

Cheng, a qualified meditation teacher, spiritual director and social 

worker, who brings an inclusive and gentle approach to her 

sessions.  Cost $50.  Book and pay by 25/7/22 

via www.heartoflife.melbourne   email office@heartoflife.melbourne or 

tel (03) 9890 1101 
  
 Saturday 6 August 2022—1pm-4:30pm Gently Integrating our  

Shadow-side Toward Wholeness via Zoom.   This reflection event, led 

by Kaye Twining, BTheol, Grad Dip Spir Dir, MA,  will offer an 

understanding of wholeness, true self and shadow-side and includes a 

reflective practice for gently integrating our shadow-side toward 

wholeness. Cost $50.  Book and pay by 29/7/22 

via www.heartoflife.melbourne    

email office@heartoflife.melbourne or tel (03) 9890 1101 

Upcoming Events 

Refresher Training—Readers (Ministers of the Word) 
 

All Mass Readers are asked to attend the upcoming refresher 

training sessions.   Please contact Mike Whyte if you are not able 

to attend. 

 

Saturday 30 July 2022: 10:00am, 10:30am or 11:00am. 

Cuppa with our Community Garden Group 
 

The gardening group will meet for a cuppa and exchange of ideas on  

Sunday 31 July at 10:30am at the parish office rooms.  This is a great oppor-

tunity to meet one another as well as have a tour of the garden area. 

 

All are welcome, you do not have to be Catholic 

to enjoy the gardens. So please invite your friends 

and neighbours! 

 

Contact:  Theivani 0472 921 518 or 6242 9622 or 

by email theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

Youth Group—Term 3 

 
Sundays 6pm-8pm—bring $5 to cover food. 
 

 7 August 

 4 September 

 18 September 

 20 August—Youth Mass and Games Night 

 

For more info contact Paris: youth@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdraaGnn8khEOK_t-aqC3GOUmdVPLoennJdq6KdPDd7fbJOmw/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.heartoflife.melbourne/
mailto:secretary@heartoflife.melbourne
http://www.heartoflife.melbourne/
mailto:secretary@heartoflife.melbourne
mailto:theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au


 

 

Caring for Creation Conference to be hosted by OUR Parish 

Saturday, 17 September 2022 – 10am – 5pm  -  Tickets now on sale! 

 

As the Parish is hosting the Caring for Creation Conference on Saturday, 17 September we are  

looking forward to as many parishioners – young and old - from Holy Spirit parish to join in this  

significant event. The Conference will be held at St John Paul College, Nicholls and has the support 

of Archbishop Christopher Prowse. The Parish Conference organisers are thrilled to have Jacqui 

Remond as the keynote speaker. Jacqui is a member of the Vatican Ecology Taskforce and  

Co-founder of the Global Laudato Si’ Movement. 

The Conference is open to all who want to make a genuine difference – parishioners from Holy Spirit 

parish and all Parishes across the Archdiocese, representatives from Parish Councils, Principals and 

Teachers from our Catholic schools who are keen to learn about a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, Priests 

and people from other Churches. 

You will meet new people, hear new ideas, learn more about Pope Francis’s Laudato Si’ document 

and ‘just what a Laudato Si’ Action Plan is’; ideas about how to develop your Church, Parish or 

School Laudato Si’ Action Plan and a whole lot more. 

To purchase tickets or to find out more, visit Holy Spirit Parish Gungahlin website: 

www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/care-for-creation  

We look forward to meeting and welcoming you on Saturday, 17 September 2022 from 9.30am for a 

10am start. 

 

Alison Weeks, Organising Committee, Caring for Creation Conference 

http://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/care-for-creation


 

 

Help us with our Games Night 
 

We are seeking donations for our prizes for adults and children.  Please these along to Mass or 

you can drop them off at the parish office. 

 

We are happy to receive any of the following: 

• Wines 

• Boxed Chocolates 

• Gift Vouchers 

• Small Toys or Games 

• Colouring Pencils/Crayons and  

Colouring Books 

• Pre-packed gift hampers  

(non-perishable) 

• Money for us to purchase prizes 

We also need volunteers to help us run a few things. If you would like to be involved, please 

contact Frances: frances_1406@hotmail.com or  Theivani: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

or 0472921518. 

Click here to book 

your table. 

Bookings 
now open! 

 
Book online now or 

see us after Mass in 

the foyer. 

 

$10 per person 

Gold coin for under 

12 years old 

mailto:frances_1406@hotmail.com
mailto:theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdtjSLt46E_Qx_8dH86-XTBndfVjoeIpufY7lkarQ-qNTo2A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdtjSLt46E_Qx_8dH86-XTBndfVjoeIpufY7lkarQ-qNTo2A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdtjSLt46E_Qx_8dH86-XTBndfVjoeIpufY7lkarQ-qNTo2A/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

First Eucharist – Question of the Week 

 

This week you have been learning about the  

Penitential Rite.  

My question for you is: 

 
Q. The Penitential Rite happens: 

1.     At the beginning of Mass 

2.     During the middle of Mass 

3.     At the end of Mass 

 

Remember to grab an answer sheet from the  

foyer on your way out and bring it back next 

weekend to be in the draw to win. 

Bridging The Gap Between People 

To become neighbours is to 

bridge the gap between people. 

As long as there is distance  

between us and we cannot look 

in each other’s eyes, all sorts of 

false ideas and images arise. We 

give them names, make jokes 

about them, cover them with our 

prejudices, and avoid direct 

contact. We think of them as  

enemies. We forget that they 

love as we love, care for their 

children as we care for ours,  

become sick and die as we do. 

We forget that they are our brothers and sisters and treat them as objects that can be  

destroyed at will. 

Only when we have the courage to cross the street and look in one another’s eyes can we 

see there that we are children of the same God and members of the same human family.  

https://henrinouwen.org/meditations/bridging-gap-people/ 

Sacrament of First Eucharist and Reconciliation 

This week the children continue their home program. Parents/carers and children will find this a 

special time where they can talk about the weekly topic over an evening meal. Each week will  

focus on a different aspect of the Mass. This week we focus on the Penitential Rite. It is a time to 

reflect on our week and say sorry in our hearts. 

Children are encouraged to bring their Mass book each week.  Please show them how to follow 

along in their Mass book. 

You will find this time a wonderful opportunity to renew your own faith. For parents wanting to find 

out more about the Catholic faith, there will be an information evening about the Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults in the Parish Rooms on Wednesday 10 August at 7:00pm.  

 

Please contact Katrina: sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au for more information. 

https://henrinouwen.org/meditations/bridging-gap-people/


 

 

Income & Expenditure (6 months) to 30/6/2022 

   Budget   Actual  Variance  

Income     

Planned Giving/Second Collection         143,000        139,137  ($3,863) 

Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals             5,850          11,005  $5,155  

Sacramental, Chaplaincy & Pastoral 

Programs.  

          16,000          11,915  ($4,085) 

Other Revenue           10,200          18,139  $7,939  

Total        175,050      180,196  $5,146  

      

Expenditure     

Administration           14,585          17,976  ($3,391) 

Priest's Cars and Superannuation           11,502          11,502  $0  

Salaries, Super, A Leave & LSL           83,764          81,108  $2,656  

Insurances           13,100          13,108  ($8) 

Other Expenses             4,600            4,935  ($335) 

Appeals/Donations/Quotas             9,000            7,224  $1,776  

Capital Items             8,000                -    $8,000  

Overall Property Expenses             1,990            1,013  $977  

Repairs & Maintenance             6,000            1,392  $4,608  

Total        152,541      138,258  $14,283  

      

Net Surplus/(Deficit) $22,509  $41,938  $9,137  

 

Thank you everyone for your continued financial support of our parish during these  

challenging times!   

Overall our Income is above budget so far this year. Planned giving has remained strong. 

Other income is also above budget with a lot of baptisms and the piety stall run by the  

Legion of Mary proving very successful.  Overall Expenditure is below Budget for the year to 

date.  Planned capital works to install solar panels did not proceed as  

anticipated as the installer that was engaged withdrew his contract. Whilst Repairs and 

Maintenance costs to date are below budget, substantial maintenance work on the church 

roof is necessary to prevent numerous leaks, rectify current damage and improve  

compliance issues.  Overall there is currently a cash surplus, however, this position will be  

reversed once the roof maintenance work is completed.     

If you want more detailed information please contact Tony Rose (Finance Officer) at the 

Parish Office.                                                                                    

Finance Update 



 

 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

CONNECT WITH US 

Parish Priest: Fr Mark Croker 

Assistant Priest: Fr Anthony (Fr Thonn) Riosa, SSS. 

 
Parish Office and Presbytery 

93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph:  6242 9622 

Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Parish Assistant: Theivani Evers 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

P: 0472 921 518 
 

Parish Secretary: Magda Baraniecki  

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  
 

Office Support: Naomi Johnson  

E:officesupport@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose  

E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au  
 

Sacramental Coordinator: Katrina Battilana 

E: sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Youth Minister: Paris Morris 

E: youth@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Alison Weeks 

E: alisonmweeks@bigpond.com  

Parish App and Parish Facebook Page 

Online Mass Contribution (First and Second Collections combined) 

We encourage you to continue to support our parish by making 

contributions to our First and Second Collections online.  Follow the 

steps below to make a secure online donation. 

1.      Click on  https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-

payments/secure-online-payments/ 

2.      Select Biller Code 1002872 – Mass Contribution 

3.      Enter your payment details. 

Parish Bank Account Details   

BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701  Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish 

Creating a Just Synodal Church 

  

We have been hearing the word ‘synodal’ a lot since Pope 

Francis launched the two-year synodal path with a call to 

‘encounter, listen and discern’. To read more about the  

Synod on Synodality please go to 2023 Synod on Synodality: 

Pope Francis launches 2-year synodal path with call to 

‘encounter, listen, and discern’ | Catholic News Agency 

 To help us understand and learn more about this, there is the opportunity to join the Creating a 

Just Synodal Church Webinar Series on four Wednesday nights in August commencing 10 August, 

from 7.30pm to 9pm. The webinar will address the issues of governance, synodality and inclusion 

post the Australian Plenary Council’s final assembly in July 2022 and the upcoming Synod on Syn-

odality in 2023. 

  

For further information and for bookings, go to Online event series: Creating a just synodal Church – 

Vox (divinity.edu.au) 

http://holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:alisonmweeks@bigpond.com
https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/
https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/249241/2023-synod-on-synodality-pope-francis-launches-2-year-synodal-path-with-call-to-encounter-listen-and-discern
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/249241/2023-synod-on-synodality-pope-francis-launches-2-year-synodal-path-with-call-to-encounter-listen-and-discern
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/249241/2023-synod-on-synodality-pope-francis-launches-2-year-synodal-path-with-call-to-encounter-listen-and-discern
https://vox.divinity.edu.au/event/online-event-series-creating-a-just-synodal-church/#:~:text=As%20the%20official%20Plenary%20process%20moves%20to%20a,Church%20where%20all%20are%20included%20equally%20and%20inclusively.
https://vox.divinity.edu.au/event/online-event-series-creating-a-just-synodal-church/#:~:text=As%20the%20official%20Plenary%20process%20moves%20to%20a,Church%20where%20all%20are%20included%20equally%20and%20inclusively.

