
 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Parish 
93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo ACT 

Supporting and supported by Holy Spirit, Good Shepherd,  

Mother Teresa Primary Schools and St John Paul II College 

Email:  office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au                                                                                   Parish website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

TODAY’S READINGS 

Readings: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

Entrance Antiphon: After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were 

opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, and the voice of 

the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 

Responsorial Psalm: Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! John said: He who is to come is 

mightier than I; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon: Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen 

and testified that this is the Son of God.          

           - Liturgy Help 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Monday  

No Mass 

Office closed 

 

Tuesday  

NO 9:15am Mass 

10:30am Requiem Mass 

For Brian Ware 

 

Wednesday 

7:00am Mass 

 

Thursday 

9:15am Mass 

 

Friday 

7:00am Mass 

 

Saturday 

4:30pm Reconciliation 

5:00pm Vigil Mass 

 

Sunday  

8:00am Mass 

9:30am Mass  

The baptism of Jesus is an important event in each of the gospels, 

heralding as it does the beginning of Jesus’ public life and marking him 

out as the beloved of God. Luke’s account of the baptism does not 

focus on the event itself but on its aftermath, i.e. the descent of the 

Holy Spirit on Jesus while he was at prayer. In describing it in this way, 

the evangelist is highlighting two themes that 

are central to his gospel. These are the role of 

the Spirit and the importance of prayer in Jesus’ 

life. For Luke the fact that they are important in 

the life of Jesus means that they must also be 

important in the lives of his followers.  

In remembering this incident, we are being 

asked not only to believe it of Jesus but also to 

recognise it as our own story. Through Baptism, 

each of us has become a beloved son or 

daughter of God and it is an awareness of this 

reality which becomes the driving force in our 

lives as Christians. The image of God as shepherd and defender is one 

that we need to consider as we recall our own baptism, for the God 

who calls us is not some distant disembodied voice but the parent, 

friend and guide who says to us ‘you are my beloved’. It was while at 

prayer Jesus became aware of the power of the Spirit within him and 

today we too are invited to pray for an understanding of what the Holy 

Spirit is offering us and asking of us.       
www.gpbs.com.au 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 

Drawing from the Eastern tradition of Epiphany, the West has remember the 
Baptism of the Lord on the octave of the Epiphany since the eighth century.  

Formally introduced into Roman calendar in 1960 on the Sunday after the 
Epiphany. Commemorates the revelation of Jesus as God’s beloved Son, the 

Christ, anointed by the Spirit. 



 

 

Baptism has many symbols that are used in the ceremony. Here’s a run down of what they mean. 

 Sign of the Cross  

The child is claimed for Christ by the priest, parents and godparents who make the 

Sign of the Cross on his forehead. The Sign of the Cross reminds us that while Christ 

saved us from evil by his death on the cross, our lives will also include suffering and 

temptation. 

 Anointing with Oil  

Before Baptism, the child’s breast is smeared with the ‘Oil of Catechumens’. It is a sign 

of the Lord’s strength given to the child to assist him on his journey in faith. 

 Water  

Water is the central symbol and reminds us of the waters of birth. It is also a sign of spiritual cleansing. 

Through Baptism, the mark of original sin (and all other sins committed to that point), are washed away. 

Some churches have facilities for the full emersion of the Baptism candidate in water. Others have a 

smaller font and use a jug or shell to pour water over the head of the child. 

 White Garment  

The early Christians would wear a white robe to demonstrate that they had ‘put on Christ’. Similarly 

today, the newly baptised child is clothed in white symbolising their new life in Christ and is an outward 

sign of Christian dignity. 

 Anointing with Chrism  

After Baptism, the crown of the head is anointed with a perfumed oil called ‘chrism’. It is used to anoint 

kings and monarchs and it sets the child aside for a mission. 

 Candle  

The baptismal candle is lit from the paschal (or Easter) candle and is a symbol of hope. It represents 

how Christ conquered evil and darkness. The candle is presented to the new member (or his parents) as 

a sign of the Light of Christ by which the newly baptised now live. 

Anointing Mass  

Thursday 27 January at 9:15am 

Followed by morning tea.  All welcome. 

       THE WORD FOR TODAY  
 

‘Let your roots grow down into Him, and let your lives be built on Him.’ Colossians 2:7  

Paul writes this: ‘Just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow Him. Let your 

roots grow down into Him, and let your lives be built on Him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth 

you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness. Don’t let anyone capture you with empty 

philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers 

of this world, rather than from Christ… you… are complete through your union with 

Christ.’ (Colossians 2:6–10) 

If you ever visit an Arizona desert, you will find that it is full of different kinds of vegetation. 

The contrasts are fascinating. The dried-up, brittle tumbleweed blows everywhere. Why? 

Because it has no roots. By contrast, the saguaro cactus bears fruit even in 55-degree 

weather. Why? Because its roots go out 17 to 20 meters in all directions. 

You must have deep spiritual roots if you are going to make it through the ‘dry spells’ of 

life. Anyone can survive a day or two of drought, but what about extended seasons of 

stress, grief, lack, illness, and adversity? Whatever your life is planted in—is what you will draw your 

strength from. The psalmist writes this: ‘They delight in the law of the Lord, meditating on it day and night. 

They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each season. Their leaves never wither, and 

they prosper in all they do. But not the wicked! They are like worthless chaff, scattered by the 

wind.’ (Psalm 1:2-4) 

Pray, ‘Lord, plant me deep in You.’         vision.org.au 



 

 

Parish News Please keep the 

following individuals in 

prayer….. 

 

For those who are sick 

Baby Aarya  

Katie Charlton 

Ronald Robles 

Patricia Lebon 

Glenn Mowbray 

Gabrielle Eagles 

Roland Zocchi 

Graham Seymour 

Helen Morris 

Paul Mowbray 

Mark Williams 

Fr Thonn 

Margaret Ord 

Sr Marie 

Laurie Hancock 

Jasna Market-Simpson 

Nikola Market 

Kathy Morris 

 

 
Recently Deceased 

Noedelan Abroguena 

Loi Abroguena 

Pona Mariner 

Manuel De Sausa 

Edward Cartier 

Brian Ware 

Hetty Grimmon 
 

Anniversaries 

Denise Stubbs 

Luz Gomez 

Peter and Carmel Perry 

Adela Tuazon 

Claudio Dairo Sr 

 

 

 
 

 

We include those who are 

members of our Parish or 

relatives. Please email contact 

the parish office or click here to 

request prayers. 

 

 

 

Prayer  

Requests 

Children’s Sacramental Program 2022 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

For children in Year 6 and above wishing to receive the  

Sacrament of Confirmation in 2022.  Information sessions 

will be held on  

Tuesday 15 February 1:00pm or 6:15pm at the church.   

 

More information is provided on our website.   

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated over  

2 weeks 3, 4, 5 May and 10, 11, 12 May. 

 

Sacraments of First Eucharist and Reconciliation 

For children in Year 3 and above wishing to receive the Sacraments of First  

Eucharist and Reconciliation in 2022.  Information sessions will be held on  

Tuesday 21 June 1:00pm or 6:15pm at the church.   

 

Celebration of First Reconciliation 

Week of 22 August 

Celebration of First Eucharist 

At Masses on weekends 

10-11 September and 17-18 September 

 

For more details please contact Sacramental Coordinator  

Katrina Battilana: sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

Stronger in faith in 2022 
In today’s society, New Year’s resolutions rarely focus on making 

promises to God. In fact, the top three categories of resolutions are 

health, self improvement, and money. Should you make a New Year’s 

resolution? If so, how can you involve your faith in the process? Those 

are three principles to start: set a small, measurable goal; check in 

regularly with a spiritual director or an accountability partner and 

remember when you fail to keep your commitment, begin again—

don’t give up! 

Take for example, a resolution to increase your prayer life in the New Year.  

Prayer is a gift. From God. To You. Your job is to receive the gift. You are not able 

to make a better prayer life by your own energy, cleverness or spiritual 

gymnastics. Genuine prayer in fact has only a little to do with what you do, and 

rather a lot to do with what the Spirit of God does IN YOU. Here is how to start: 

*Carve out a regular time and space in your day, * Find a peaceful space, *Invite 

the Holy Spirit to come, *Find the readings from the Mass of the day. *If a word or 

phrase strikes you, let it resonate, *Just sit for a while in the silence. Rest there. The 

Lord is with you. Rest, * End with a prayer of thanks and praise  

* Do it again tomorrow!  

Take on these simple disciplines and you will soon find your prayer life growing.  

   Rest in Peace Brian Ware, 

 

It is with much sadness that one of very loyal and generous 

parishioners, Brian Ware, passed away on Boxing Day. Our 

sympathies go to his wife, Phyllis their children and extended 

family. 

Requiem Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday 11th January at 10.30 am. 

Regular Tuesday Mass goers please note, there won’t be 9.15 am Mass.  

All are welcome to attend the funeral Mass.                        Fr Mark 

https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8
https://forms.gle/TRxgSK9CcoF93Hhd8


 

 

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

CONNECT WITH US 

Parish Priest: Fr Mark Croker 

Assistant Priest: Fr Anthony (Fr Thonn) Riosa, SSS. 

 

Parish Office and Presbytery 

93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph:  6242 9622 

Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 

 

Parish Assistant: Theivani Evers 

E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  

P: 0472 921 518 
 

Parish Secretary: Magda Baraniecki  

E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au  
 

Office Support: Naomi Johnson  

E:officesupport@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose  

E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au  
 

Sacramental Coordinator: Katrina Battilana 

E: sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Youth Minister: Paris Morris 

E: youth@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Alison Weeks 

E: alisonmweeks@bigpond.com  

Parish App and Parish Facebook Page 

Online Mass Contribution (First and Second Collections combined) 

We encourage you to continue to support our parish by making 

contributions to our First and Second Collections online.  Follow the 

steps below to make a secure online donation. 

1.      Click on  https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-

payments/secure-online-payments/ 

2.      Select Biller Code 1002872 – Mass Contribution 

3.      Enter your payment details. 

Parish Bank Account Details   

BSB: 062 786   Acc Number: 00010701  Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish 

Joke of the week  

 Baptism of a cat: Johnny’s Mother looked 

out the window and noticed him “playing 

Church” with their cat. He had the cat sitting 

quietly and he was preaching to it. She 

smiled and went about her work. A while 

later she heard loud meowing and hissing 

and ran back to the open window to see 

Johnny baptizing the cat in a tub of water. 

She called out, “Johnny, stop that! The cat is 

afraid of water!” Johnny looked up at her 

and said, “He should have thought about 

that before he joined my church.”  

Let nothing disturb you, 

Let nothing frighten you, 

All things are passing away:  

God never changes. 

Patience obtains all things  

Whoever has God lacks nothing;  

God alone suffices. 

~ St. Teresa of Avila 

http://holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
mailto:alisonmweeks@bigpond.com
https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/
https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donations-payments/secure-online-payments/

