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27-28 November 2021

First Sunday of Advent | Year C
Promises, Promises

Upcoming Events
Monday
No Mass
Office closed
Tuesday
9:15am Mass
Wednesday
7:00am Mass

Thursday
9:15am Mass
Friday
7:00am Mass
Saturday
4:30pm Reconciliation
5:00pm Vigil Mass
Sunday
8:00am Mass
9:30am Mass (in person and
via Zoom, please see parish
app for meeting details.

When we read end-of-the-world passages in Scripture, we usually
focus on destruction unleashed on the unsuspecting
world. “Apocalypse now” sounds really scary - and it’s supposed to.
But not to us believers. Be not afraid is one of the most oft-repeated
pieces of advice in the New Testament. If you’re with Jesus, there’s
nothing to fear, even when the boat is rocking in a violent storm.
Some may die of fright when disaster strikes, whether it’s apocalyptic
or a mere crisis of modern living. We all know people who die a “
thousand deaths when the bank account is overdrawn. Fearful living is
not faithful living. For believers there’s no disaster large enough to be
bigger than God’s sovereignty. And though at first glance it seems
strange to begin Advent and the new church year on such a note, on
further examination it is the perfect place to start. We know we’re not
really waiting the coming of the Christ child but rather the coming of
Christ the King (remember, last Sunday?) Redemption is at hand. We
have nothing to fear.
What awakens your fear? How does your faith address this fear?
Revive an old promise that’s been broken. Make peace with a friend
or family member.
Treat yourself as a holy vessel. Renew your promises to God in prayer
and faithfulness.
“Whatever you do, don’t go to sleep at the switch. Pray constantly that
you will have the strength and wits to make it through everything that’s
coming and end up on your feet before the Son of Man”.
www.gpbs.com.au

TODAY’S READINGS
Readings: Jeremiah 33:14-16, 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2, Luke 21:25-28, 34-36
Entrance Antiphon: To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have
trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me;
and let non who hope in you be put to shame.
Responsorial Psalm: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and love
and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon: The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall
yield its increase.
- Liturgy Help

Email: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au

Parish website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au

Ministry Marvels
Name: Sr Kim Hoa Ha
Time in the parish:
I have lived in the parish since 2013 when the Congregation Sisters of
Mary Queen of Peace opened their community house.
Ministry:
I am a Mass Coordinator
What do you enjoy about your ministry?
I love being able to assist people in preparing for the celebration of
the Mass in helping to make it a prayerful experience for those who
take part. I believe it help people to fell welcomed and involved in the
life of the parish.
What do you like about our parish?
I love being with people and sharing them the way God can present
to them in everyday life. Like Mary when she visited Elizabeth we seek
to share how the Holy Spirit can be with us in who we seek to become holier in our response to those
we meet.
Fun fact about yourself:
I love gardening, especially in tending flowers and growing vegetables. I feel myself come alive in
God's garden
Favourite quote or prayer:
"God is faithful about everything He says and Merciful in everything He does" (Psalm 145.13)

Please keep the
following individuals in
prayer…..

Parish News


2021 Advent and Christmas Reflection Book - Blessed
Grab your copy this weekend $5.00 only! See foyer cabinet for details.



Help needed to maintain our parish garden: The parish community
garden is a place for everyone. We do need some help though. Here
are some ways you can contribute.

Use your prayer or exercise time to
come and help weed the garden beds.
Whatever time works for you.

Join the weekly watering roster. You
might be lucky with the rain but if it's dry you
may need to visit 3 or 4 times. A great early
morning or afternoon job. You choose how
often.

The remaining tulip bulbs need to be
lifted. If you have any experience in this area and can help we
need you!

Please contact Fiona via email if you can help
on fionawilk62@gmail.com



Christmas and January Roster: Please
complete our online form to let us know if
you will be available to help during our
Christmas and holiday period.

Roster Form

For those who are sick
Baby Aarya
Katie Charlton
Ronald Robles
Patricia Lebon
Glenn Mowbray
Gabrielle Eagles
Roland Zocchi
Sophia Vamvakaris
Heather Hickey
Paz Pinilla
Graham Seymour
Helen Morris
Paul Mowbray
Mark Williams
Brian Ware
Fr Thonn
Recently Deceased
Kevin Johns
Anniversaries
George Velso
Maple Craig
Kathleen Sullivan
Nick Furlan
Paul Ryan

We include those who are
members of our Parish or
relatives. Please email contact
the parish office or click here to
request prayers.

Prayer
Requests
International Day of People with Disability December 3
International Day of People with Disabilities was instituted by the
United Nations in 1992. The aim is to promote an understanding of
disability and the abilities of people with a disability, and to
encourage inclusion. This Day offers us as a community a chance to
celebrate the achievements and contribution of people with a disability.
However, let us take the ‘dis’ out of disability and celebrate the abilities
and gifts of all peoples, and in particular, of those in our parish
community. Let us be open to opportunities and positive changes we
may be able to offer to the lives of people with a (dis)ability, especially in
our workplaces and socially and culturally.

Advent and Christmas
This weekend we begin our yearly pilgrimage
through the events of our history of salvation
starting with the preparation for the birthday
celebration of Jesus and ending with the
reflection on His glorious “second coming” as
judge at the end of the world. We are entering
the Advent season. Advent means coming. We
are invited to meditate on Jesus’ first coming in
history as a baby in Bethlehem, His daily
coming into our lives in mystery through the
Sacraments, through the Bible and through the
worshipping community and finally his Second
Coming at the end of the world to reward the
just and to punish the wicked.

* * *
While we typically regard Advent as a joyous
season, it is also intended to be a period of
preparation, much like Lent. Prayer, penance
and fasting are appropriate during this season.
The purple colour associated with Advent is
also the colour of penance. We see the
traditional signs of Advent in our Church: violet
vestments and hangings, plain green plants
and the Advent wreath. These signs remind us
that we must prepare for the rebirth of Jesus in
our hearts and lives, enabling him to radiate his
love, mercy, compassion and forgiveness
around us.

What’s happening this Advent and Christmas
Saturday 27 November 2021

7:00pm Mass followed by lighting of the
church with our Christmas lights.
Sunday 5 December 2021

5:00pm Atlar Servers and Youth Group
Christmas Party
Saturday 11 December 2021

5:00pm Carols followed by Mass at 6:15pm.
15-23 December 2021 | Simbang Gabi

7:00pm Nightly except Tuesday 21 December the Mass will be at 8:00pm
Tuesday 21 December 2021

7:00pm Reconciliation Service
Friday 24 December 2021 | Christmas Eve

5:30pm Children’s Nativity Mass

7:00pm Children’s Nativity Mass

9:00pm Christmas Eve Mass
Saturday 25 December 2020 | Christmas Day

9:00am Christmas Day Mass
St Francis Xavier Hall

7:00pm Christmas Eve Mass

PRAYER * PENANCE * FASTING

Children’s Christmas Nativity
at 5:30pm and 7:00pm Christmas Eve
Children in Years 3-9 who would like to be involved in the Christmas Nativity on
Friday 24 December are asked to complete the form in the foyer,
online https://forms.gle/iAbkVX5kMWk7BoSJA or using the QR code
by Friday 17 December 2021
Practice times as follows:

 Thursday 23 December 9:00am-11am
 Friday 24 December 9:00am-11am

Younger children

are welcome to come dressed as a shepherd or angel and join the
procession to Bethlehem – no practice is required.

2021 Advent Giving and Sharing
“Be the shining star to bring light into someone’s darkness.”

Advent and Christmas is the time for giving. Here are some ways you can contribute this year:

St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree
Please support our St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hampers by
taking a tag and returning your item to the specially marked
baskets in the Church foyer. Please donate ONLY
non-perishable food donations, vouchers or money as
specified on the tags you take. This is a
very rewarding experience and a great
way to give to people in our community
who need our support this Advent and
Christmas season.

Donating to St Vincent de Paul
Christmas Appeal envelopes are available
in the foyer.



Parish Advent Giving - Fr Mark’s Special Appeal

This year everything has been different. Harder; tougher, more challenging. Many of us has
been pushed to our limit trying to cope with work, no work, lockdown, illness, home schooling,
loneliness, and the loss of savings and businesses.
There a number of people and families in our own community – here, in Holy Spirit – who are really
“doing it tough”- tougher than they might do in a normal lifestyle. We want to help them. It is
more a gesture than ‘life support.’ Christmas season can be lonely for many, but showing our
concern comes in giving. This little appeal which we will call ‘Fr Mark’s Special Appeal,’ is not in
conflict with St Vincent de Paul’s efforts. Each year we pick a cause that we can support. More
than sometimes we have more in need at ‘our back-door.’ Anything we do in the right spirit will
give hope and belief that better times are coming.
This will aid only a very few, letting them know from us all, ‘it’s the thought that counts.’
That’s where we can make a difference this Christmas.
Let’s end this terrible year being kind and generous.
Let’s give our people the gift of a much happier Christmas.
You can donate online https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/holyspirit or normal parish bank account
(BSB: 062 786 Acc Number: 00010701 Reference: Parish Advent Giving) or use envelopes
available in the foyer and place it in the Wooden Box or collection baskets.

Worksheets for children
Throughout
Advent and
Christmas, there
will be copies of
Children’s
Worksheets
available in the
foyer. Please bring your pencils to
work on during Mass or take it home
and work together with your family.

WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Online Mass Contribution (First and Second Collections combined)
We encourage you to continue to support our parish by making
contributions to our First and Second Collections online. Follow the
steps below to make a secure online donation.
1. Click on https://www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au/donationspayments/secure-online-payments/
2. Select Biller Code 1002872 – Mass Contribution
3. Enter your payment details.
Parish Bank Account Details
BSB: 062 786 Acc Number: 00010701 Acc Name: Holy Spirit Parish

CONNECT WITH US
Parish Priest: Fr Mark Croker
Assistant Priest: Fr Anthony (Fr Thonn) Riosa, SSS.
Parish Office and Presbytery
93 Burdekin Ave, Amaroo Ph: 6242 9622
Website: www.holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
Parish Assistant: Theivani Evers
E: theivani@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
P: 0472 921 518
Parish Secretary: Magda Baraniecki
E: office@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
Office Support: Naomi Johnson
E:officesupport@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
Finance Officer/ Planned Giving: Tony Rose
E: gungahlin.finance@cg.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Katrina Battilana
E: sacraments@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
Youth Minister: Paris Morris
E: youth@holyspiritgungahlin.org.au
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Alison Weeks
E: alisonmweeks@bigpond.com

Parish App and Parish Facebook Page

