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Welcome to the  first edition of the Social Justice Newsletter.
This is written with the aim of supporting your Church's mission
in being empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve. We will provide
you with a printed summary once a month and over time you
will find much more on our App, Pocket Parish.
Social Justice is being a Good Samaritan to God's people and
all that makes up the home God created for us. Why us?
Because as Christians we need to set a good example in
working to ensure our grandchildren will have a good world to
live in. This is what Pope Francis directs us to do in his
encyclical Laudato Si.
This is work for all of us and if you have any specific ideas
contact me at Peterimantpeterson@gmail.com or 
Paul Crowley at crowleysix@me.com 

From the Chair
by Peter Peterson

St Vincent de Paul
Doorknock 2020

Do you recall the parable of the Good
Samaritan (Gospel of Luke) that speaks
about a traveller who is stripped of his
clothing, beaten and left half dead alongside
the road?  Each and every one of us is asked
to be that Good Samaritan, to reach out and
help one another.  With this thought in mind 

"I am urging you to please reach out
and help in any way that you can

with the St Vincent de Paul
Doorknock Appeal coming up again

in February 2020." 
Are you able to spare two hours any day
during the month of February?  Perhaps you
can assist with the BBQ that will be held in
February at Bunnings or do you have any
friends that you could refer my way to help
out?  Please contact me and let me know
how you can contribute towards this essential
appeal by either calling me at  6154 6336, on
my mobile 0404 319 138 or by emailing me
at vinniesannecantlie@gmail.com

by Anne Cantlie

Faith and Light
Faith and Light is an international Christian community of
people with intellectual disability, their families and friends who
meet together regularly to share friendship, pray together, and
celebrate life. The Canberra Community gratefully appreciates
the support and connection with Holy Spirit Parish.
Further information contact Canberra Coordinator: 
Peter Frazer pfrazer@iinet.net.au  0410 394 954 or
Anne Smart anne.jeff@bigpond.com 0415 175 802

3 December:  International Day of Persons with Disabilities;
1 January: World Day of Peace; 
20 February:  World Day of Social Justice.

The following dates and information are from the Social Justice
Diary 2019, an Australian Catholic Social Justice Council
publication. We include this for your thoughtful prayer along
with other social justice issues locally, nationally and
internationally.

Let us pray – Prayer is a powerful way to bring about change
in ourselves and our society.

Social Justice Calendar Dates

I am delighted with the inaugural Newsletter. It  informs
and motivates all of us to be  the Good Samaritan. Our
church motto requires  us to SERVE so please read this
Newsletter and get active. 

A Word from Fr. Mark
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Email Your Federal or
Local Members
Local Members
andrew.leigh.mp@aph.gov.au     
Alicia.Payne.MP@aph.gov.au  
senator.katy.gallagher@aph.gov.au  
senator.seselja@aph.gov.au 
Federal Minister Families and Social Services 
https://ministers.dss.gov.au/anne-
ruston/contact
 
(1)  http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-
teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-
teaching/the-dignity-of-work-and-the-rights-
of-workers.cfm

There has been increasing media coverage highlighting the completely
inadequate state of Newstart, both the amount of money and the restrictive
compliance requirements. This is an important Social Justice issue. People
cannot survive with dignity let alone able to find work while they are marginalised
by an allowance that is amongst the lowest in the OECD member countries. 

 The stress and impact on individual self esteem can be
soul destroying. People are living out of cars, not able to

eat regularly, homeless or couch surfing.
Do we really wish to live in a country that prioritises people in need of support so
poorly? The restructure in world economies taking place due to technology
changes is another challenge for society as part of this social justice issue.
 

We appeal to you to email your local members and the Federal Minister for
Families and Social Services, Anne Ruston, and ask for an increase in Newstart
and to offer meaningful ways to assist people into work, and if they are not able
to work, provide them with a dignified allowance to live.
 

The Church teaches us …  “The economy must serve people, not the other way
around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing
participation in God’s creation”.
 

In the 2017/18 Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Social Justice Statement,
(1) Pope Francis says “……a world economic system that discards men, women
and children because they are no longer considered useful or productive
according to criteria drawn from the world of business or other organisations, is
unacceptable, because it’s inhumane. This lack of concern for persons is a sign
of regression and dehumanisation in any political or economic system.”

I can't find work, so blame me and make me destitute
by Paul Crowley

Holy Spirit Parish:
Caring for the world
God has entrusted to us?

In 2015 Pope Francis’ encyclical
Laudato Si ('Praise be to you')  On
the Care for Our Common Home gave
us clear direction. 
It is an inspirational letter that calls
for us to examine our hearts,
transform our social values and take
action for global solidarity.
If you would like to find out more
search for “Top 10 Things You 
Need to Know about Pope Francis'
Laudato Si'  on YouTube.
Pope Francis says.....
“Disregard for the duty to cultivate
and maintain a proper relationship
with my neighbour, for whose care

and custody I am responsible, 
ruins my relationship with my own
self, with others, with God and with

the earth. When all these
relationships are neglected, when

justice no longer dwells in the land,
the Bible tells us that life itself is

endangered.”
“…Laudato Si Pope Francis [70]

by Fiona Wilkinson

Holy Spirit Parish is a large Parish
comprising a diverse mix of parishioners
with an amazing variety of skills and a
willingness to be involved in the different
Parish activities as required. A number of
these activities involve action as outlined
by Pope Francis in his second Encyclical
‘Laudato Si’ in which he urges us to 
 

Why does Holy Spirit Catholic Parish need a Social Justice group?
by Peter Knight “make a personal commitment to show our love 

for our home and fellow humans through action”
Increasingly we are called upon for help for charities locally, nationally
and internationally. Daily we hear of examples where people are treated
unjustly.If we are to respond positively to Pope Francis's Encyclical we
need to make informed choices. The members of the social justice group
are involved in various activities in the parish and have come together to
provide a combined, coordinated and informed approach to any actions
parishioners take in response to Pope Francis.

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/the-dignity-of-work-and-the-rights-of-workers.cfm
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6414157/canberrans-on-newstart-falling-behind-in-rent/

